Bangkok  student  center  witnesses 
through  Christmas  exhibitions 


The  Baptist  Student  Center  in 
Ban^ok,  Thailand,  held  its  fifth 
Christmas  Exhibition  this  past 
Christmas  to  acquaint  Thai  students, 
as  well  as  others,  with  the  true  mean¬ 
ing  of  Christmas  in  order  to  reach' 
them  for  Christ. 

“Believing  that  the  Christmas 
season  is  an  excellent  time  for 
witnessing,”  says  director  of  English 
teaching  at  BSC,  Darline  (Mrs.  Jerry) 
Hobbs,  “the  purpose  of  this  exhibit 
was  four-fold: 

1.  To  help  interested  students  who 
attended  the  exhibition  know  the 
beliefs,  meaning,  and  true  spirit  of  the 
Christmas  season. 

2.  To  bring  people  together  to 
remember  Christ’s  birth  and  his  life, 
death  and  resurrection  which  brought 
life  and  resurrection  to  mankind. 

3.  To  correct  the  false  image  which 
surrounds  Christmas  in  the  minds  of 
most  Thai  people  outside,  the  Chris¬ 
tian  circles. 

4.  lb  give  different  Cliristian  groups 
in  Thailand  an  opportunity  to  work 
together  in  a  major  effort  such  as  the 
Baptist  Student  Center  (Christmas 
exhibition. 

Many  churches  and  organizations 
have  visited  the  Christmas  exhibitions 
in  years  past.  Some  expressed  an  in¬ 
terest  in  helping  to  put  this  one 
together.  These  exhibitions  involve  a 
tremendous  amount  of  work,  so  the 
additional  help  was  welcome. 

Nine  churches  and  organizations 
participated.  Various  groups  or  chur¬ 
ches  decorated  the  rooms  on  different 
Christmas  themes  and  the  tents  with 
Christian  and  secular  Christmas 
history,  including  customs  of  different 
countries.  Different  groups  had 
charge  of  one  or  more  of  the  eight  for¬ 
mal  programs  held  daily  in  the  large 
auditorium  of  BSC,  for  four  days. 
Thus,  in  32  programs  CJirist  was 
preached  and  Christmas  defined. 

Six  seminaries  and  churches  pro¬ 
vided  guides  (trained  in  advance) 
who  escorted  students  to  the  rooms 


By  Maxine  Stewart 


Journeyman  Lisia  Pegues  and  her 
friend  Khun  Lek  stand  by  styrofoam 
“snowman”  in  the  yard  at  the  Baptist  Stu¬ 
dent  Center  during  Christmas  Exhibition. 
Only  Thai  people  who  have  gone  abroad 
have  ever  seen  snow.  This  “Frosty,  the 
Snowman”  got  plenty  of  attention  during 
the  exhibition.  (Photo  by  Maxine  Stewart) 

and  tents  where  assigned  people  ex¬ 
plained  pictures  and  displays. 

Letters  were  sent  to  Thai  schools, 
inviting  them  to  bring  students  to  the 
exhibition;  27  schools  were  invited, 
with  a  known  total  of  4,601  students  at¬ 
tending.  (Some  schools  who  had 
received  invitations  did  not  respond, 
but  attended  anyway,  making  it  dif¬ 
ficult  to  know  exactly  how  many 
students  attended.) 

Tracts  and  books  were  given  to  all 
who  attended.  Gifts  were  given  to 
those  who  could  answer  questions  cor¬ 
rectly  during  the  formal  program, 
based  on  what  they  had  seen  and 
heard  during  the  tour  of  the  exhibi¬ 
tion.  Companies  and  individuals  con¬ 
tributed  small  gifts  to  be  used  in  this 
manner. 

Artists  were  employed  to  paint 


several  life-sized  Bible  pictures  which 
were  placed  at  strategic  places 
throughout  the  four-story  building. 
The  workmanship  was  outstanding 
and  the  pictures  will  remain  a  perma¬ 
nent  fixture  in  the  BSC. 

At  each  of  the  formal  meetings, 
questionnaires  were  distributed  to  the 
students  in  an  effort  to  determine  the 
effects  of  the  exhibition  on  their  minds 
and  feelings.  I^is  information  was 
'later  turned  over  to  missionary  Tim 
Owens  to  use  in  the  follow-up  of  in¬ 
terested  students. 

Those  involved  in  the  Christmas  ex¬ 
hibition  say  they  feel  that  the  purpose 
of  it  was  accomplished.  They  know 
that  they  may  never  see  the  results  of 
their  many  months  of  labor  in  souls 
won  to  Christ.  “If  some  misunder¬ 
standings  concerning  Christmas  and 
Christ  can  be  corrected,”  Hobbs 
points  out,  “these  students  may  be  in¬ 
strumental  in  helping  to  dispel  the 
myths  and  half-truths  concerning 
Christmas  for  future  Thai  genera¬ 
tions.  It  will  take  many  more  exhibi¬ 
tions  and  much  more  teaching  in 
order  to  help  the  Thai  p^ple  know 
what  Christmas  and  Christianity  is 
really  all  about.  One  good  result  is  the 
public  relations  built  between  the  BSC 
as  Christ’s  representative  and  the 
schools  invited.” 

The  minister  of  religion  was  present 
to  open  the  exhibition  on  Dec.  19  at  8 
a.m.  The  ceremony  was  well  attend¬ 
ed  by  various  Christian  groups  and 
proved  to  be  an  enjoyable  and 
relationship-building  experience  for 
all  who  were  present. 

“The  results,  I  believe,”  declares 
Hobbs,”  will  appear  in  future 
Christmas  seasons.  When  these 
students  and  teachers  hear  something 
false  about  Christmas  many  of  them 
will  say.  That’s  not  right.  We  learned 
the  true  meaning  of  Christmas  at  the . 
Baptist  Student  Center  in 
December.’  ” 

Stewart  is  missionary  press 
representative,  Thailand. 


A  hand  painted  cloth  poster  of  Jesus  inviting  all  Thai  people  to  “Come  Unto  Me” 
hangs  on  the  end  of  the  Baptist  Student  Center  during  Christmas  Exhibition  in 
Bangkok,  Thailand.  The  center  is  located  at  a  busy  intersection  where  thousands 
of  people  can  see  the  painting  daily  during  Christmas.  (Photo  by  Maxine  Stewart) 


Crooked  elevator  shafts  rebuilt 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  Portions  of  two  elevator  shafts  recently  built  for  the 
Southern  Baptist  Sunday  School  Board's  new  nine-story  office/conference 
tower  are  being  torn  down  and  rebuilt  to  correct  alignment  problems. 

A  series  of  laser  tests  was  conducted  on  the  shafts  in  early  October  after 
visual  inspection  indicated  the  shafts  might  be  several  inches  out  of  true  ver¬ 
tical  position.  Results  showed  the  upper  portions  of  both  shafts  are  out  of 
plumb.  The  exact  cause  of  the  construction  problem  has  not  been  determined. 

The  number  of  l^ls  to  be  removed  and  rebuilt  on  each  shaft  will  be  decided 
in  consultation  with  personnel  from  Otis  Elevator  Co.  and  representatives  of 
other  affected  subcontractors.  Cost  of  demolition  and  rebuilding  will  be  borne 
by  Patten  Construction  Co.,  builders  of  the  $15.5  million  project. 

Correction  of  the  problem  should  take  about  two  months,  said  John  Doher¬ 
ty,  facilities  planner/designer  for  the  board. 

Meanwhile,  construction  of  the  tower  atop  the  board's  Operations  Building 
is  continuing,  with  completion  scheduled  for  late  1990. 
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Telephone  ministry  offers  encouragement  in  Colombia 


By  Art  Ibalston 

CALI,  Colombia  (BP)  —  In  two  of 
Colombia’s  most  tnnibled  cities,  Cali 
and  Medellin,  “a  voice  of  encourage¬ 
ment”  named  teleamigo  is  being  call¬ 
ed  upon  2  million  times  a  year. 

The  telephone  ministry,  sponsored 
by  CaU-based  Baptist  Communica¬ 
tions,  offers  60-second  taped  inspira¬ 
tional  messages  as  well  as  personal 
counseling. 

It  receives  up  to  80,000  calls  a  month 
in  Cali  and  up  to  100,000  a  month  in 
Medellin,  reported  John  Ma^r,  the 
Southern  Baptist  missionary  from  St. 
Louis,  Mo.,*  who  directs  Baptist 
Communications. 


Two  full-time  counselors  in  Cali  and 
one  in  Medellin  handle  more  than 
10,000  calls  a  year,  Ma^ar  added.  In 
Cali  a  team  of  20  Baptist  volunteers 
also  has  been  assembled  and  trained 
for  contacting  callers  o|^  to  personal 
visits,  and  the  same  is  planned  in 
Medellin. 

Teleamigo  —  a  name  fusing  the 
Spanish  words  for  “telephone”  and 
“friend”  —  was  started  in  (^li  in  1978 
and  in  Medellin  in  1986  and  is  plann¬ 
ed  for  Bogota  and  Barramjuilla  “when 
we  have  the  funds  to  do  it,”  Magyar 
said.  Once  teleami^  is  in  place  in  all 
four  cities,  the  ministry  expects  to 
handle  some  5  million  calls  a  year. 


Citizens  in  the  four  cities,  who  ac-' 
count  for  nearly  half  of  (folombia’s  32 
million  people,  have  felt  under  siege 
since  August,  when  the  government 
began  its  crackdown  on  the  nation’s 
drug  lords.  Some  200  retaliatory 
bombings  have  been  perpetrated  by 
drug  gangs,  killing  dozens  of 
bystanders. 

In  the  past  five  years,  drug-related 
violence  has  claimed  the  lives  of  more 
than  1,500  Colombian  policemen, 
judges  and  journalists. 

Baptists  also  plan  to  launch 
teleamigo  operations  in  Caracas, 
VenezueU;  Santiago,  Chile;  and  Santa 
Cruz,  Bolivia,  Magyar  noted. 

The  24-hour-a^ay,  year-round 


telephone  ministry  has  come  to  be 
known  by  the  slo^n  “a  voice  of  en¬ 
couragement.”  It  seeks  to  provide  “an 
uplifting,  inspirational  or  human- 
interest  message  to  all  callers,”  said 
Magyar. 

At  the  end  of  the  taped  message, 
another  number  is  mentioned  if 
callers  want  personal  counseling. 
Workers  staff  the  counseling  lines 
from  8  am.  to  6  pm.  each  weekday  ex¬ 
cept  holidays. 

Teleamigo  messages  aim  at 
reaching  people  at  all  levels  of  socie¬ 
ty,  Magyar  explained.  “We  seek  to 
touch  people  at  the  point  of  their  felt 
need.” 


The  counselors  have  dealt  with  an 
array  of  problems,  such  as  family 
strife,  alcohol  abuse,  abortion  and 
suicide  “When  the  telephones  ring.” 
Magyar  said,  “the  counselors  never 
know  quite  what  to  expect.” 

Teleamigo  has  played  a  part  in  the 
baptisms  of  hundreds  of  people  in 
Baptist  or  other  evangelical  churches 
in  Cali  and  Medellin.  Magyar  said. 
Maqy  more  have  visited  Baptist  chur¬ 
ches  or  home  Bible  study  groups.  One 
convert,  Luis  Alberto  Ramos,  now  is 
co-pastor  of  a  Baptist  church  in  Cali, 
while  several  others  have  risen  to 
leadership  positions  in  their 
congregations. 

Toaltton  writes  for  FMB. 
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Editorials 


by  Don  McGregor 


A  MB^  \ 


If  Christmas,  then  Christian 


OiOCMTe, 


Lottie  Moon 


classrooms,  home 


By  John  Tarpley 

The  Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Offer-  buildings 
ing  through  the  years  has  made  possi-  the  Nigerian  Baptist  Convention 
ble  the  following  for  our  work  in  Media  Building  ' 

Ogbomosho:  the  newly .  constructed  married 

At  the  hospital  —  students  dormitory 

the  operating  room  I  worked  in  For  the  missionaries  — 
the  chapel  where  we  hold  outpatient  the  house  we  live  in  as  well  as  other 
worship  services  daily  missionary  housing 

the  clinic  buildings  and  the  wards  the  missionary  kid  school  buildings 
At  the  seminary  where  Margaret  where  we  hold  the  home  study  course 
works  — 

the  four  story  library  building  with  John  Tarpley  is  a  physician  work- 
the  school  chapel  ing  at  the  Baptist  Medical  Centre  in 

the  classroom  and  administration  ,  Ogbomosho,  Nigeria. 


Guest  opinion 


Our  finest  hour 


By  Lewis  Myers 

Ibni  and  I  recently  stood  in  Pingdu,  the  cause  of  missions  on  the  other.  She  passage  for  him  to  come  back  to  the 
China,  where  Lottie  Moon  had  work-  symbolizes  the  meshing  of  two  great  states  for  college  and  some  scholar- 
ed.  We  walked  through  what  had  been  spheres  —  the  needs  of  our  world  tfed  ship  assistance  —  all  we  need  for  our 
a  Baptist  compound  of  residences,  the  resources  of  our  people.  '  family  and  our  work. 

>chool,  bookstore,  church,  and  The  annual  Lottie  Moon  emphasis  The  1990  budget  ot  the  Foreign  Mis- 
nospital.  in  our  churches  at  its  best  should  sion  Board  loolu  toward  the  1989  Lot- 

We  moved  on  the  next  day  to  launch  two  great  movements  each  tie  Moon  Offering  for  46.31  percent  of 
Penglai  (formerly  Tenchow),  where  year  which  create  tidal  waves  lasting  its  annual  operating  budget  or 
the  “Little  Crossroads”  residence  she  all  year.  The  prayer  focus,  by  far  the  474,960,000  plus  $6,040,000  for  capital 
occupied  still  stands.  Faithful  Chris-  most  important  emphasis,  impacts  ne^.  As  I  glance  thnugh  the  budget 
tians  still  meet  in  the  recently  not  only  the  current  needs  but  it  im-  I  note  missionary  family  needs; 
restored  church  building  where  a  pels  us  to  regular,  consistent  con-  evangelism  programs;  leadership 
monumerit  to  her  stands  in  the  court-  certed  support  all  year  long.  Likewise  development ;  and  media,  health  care, 
yard  —  a  tribute  from  the  Christians  the  offeri^  not  only  meets  immediate  and  human  needs  ministries  to  name 
with  whom  she  worked.  critical  ne^,  but  it  also  inspires  us  a  few. 

We  both  felt  such  intense  emotion  at  to  be  consistently  faithful  in  gifts  As  I  ponder  these  needs  similar  to 
both  places  and  pondered  why  that  through  the  Cooperative  Program  all  the  way  I  answered  Michael’s  ques- 
was  so.  “Miss  Moon”  was  an  unusual-  year  long.  tion,  I  keep  wondering  what  will  go 

ly  effective  missionary,  but  we  had  When  our  oldest  was  in  school  at  unmet  if  we  don’t  reach  the  $81 
known  dozens  who  had  distinguished  Mississippi  College  and  we  were  still  million.  A  radio  broadcast  to  an 
themselves  through  the  years.  serving  in  Vietnam,  he  got  several  op-  unreached  p^le  in  a  restricted  coun- 

As  we  reflected,  it  occurred  to  us  portunities  to  speak  in  churches  dur-  try?  New  Bible  printings?  Opening 
that  Lottie  Moon  was  the  most  visible  ing  the  Lottie  Moon  season.  He  wrote  work  in  a  new  country  or  area?  Sure- 
and  enduring  symbol  of  a  love  affair  us  an  urgent  letter  asking,  “What  did  ly  not  the  appointment  of  new 
Southern  Baptists  have  had  with  mis-  the  Lottie  Moon  offering  provide  for  missionaries! 
sions  from  our  beginning.  Her  our  work?”  Mississippi  Baptists  have  always 

memory  has  become  the  most  visible  My  answer  was  that  it  helped  pro-  distinguish^  themselves  in  their  love  nouns  ending  in  eta  (long  “e”).  It  ex- 
ind  enduring  linkage  between  the  vide  the  house  we  lived  in,  the  car  we  for  missionaries  and  their  support  of  presses  something  that  is  not 
needs  of  the  fields  of  the  world  and  the  drove,  the  Bibles  we  used,  the  tracts  missions.  May  this  be  our  finest  year!  necessarily  true  b^ut  which  one 
missionaries  who  serve  there  on  the  we  distributed,  the  school  books  and  Lewis  Myers  of  Skene,  Miss.,  is  a  chooses  to  r^rd  as  true.  We  are  not 
one  hand  and  those  of  us  who  love  the  materials  tl^^  used  in  their  home  vice-president  of  the  Foreign  Mission  righteous  udthin  ourselves,  but  those 
people  of  the  world  and  en-  study  prb&xM,  medical  insurance  Board  with  Cooperative  Services  who  believe  in  (Jhrist  are  regarded  as 
thusiastically  embrace  and  support  that  paiB’^P  her  broken  arm,  air  International.  righteous.  It  is  God’s  righteousness  in 


Baptist  beliefs  .  .  . 

Twofold  nature 
of  the  gospel 
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Mississippi,  Texas  will  try  it 


Baylor  prof  pilots  plan  to 
boost  Cooperative  Program 


Baptists  visit  North  Korea 


NEW  CHURCH  BUILDING  —  This  building  of  the  Bongsu  Christian  congregation 
is  the  only  Protestant  church  structure  in  all  of  North  Korea,  Ko  Gi  Jun  (center  right) 
told  Lewis  Myers  (Mississippian)  (facing,  left),  director  of  Cooperative  Services  Inter¬ 
national,  a  ^uthern  Baptist  aid  organization.  Ko  is  secretary  of  the  government's 
Korea  Christian  Federation.  Sam  James  (right)  is  a  Southern  Baptist  official.  Li  Young 
Nam  (left)  was  the  interpreter-guide  for  the  visiting  Southern  Baptist  delegation.  (BP) 
PHOTO  By  Warren  Johnson 


Judd  Allen  to  retire 


“The  bottom  line  is  that  we’ve  been  Judd  R.  Allen  of  the  Mississippi  reached  82  percent  of  full  strength  in 
promoting  individual  giving,  not  im-  Baptist  Sunday  School  Department  providing  such  teams  to  support  Sun- 
pacting  Um  corporate  budget-making  will  retire  effective  Dec.  31.  He  came  day  School  work, 
process  in  our  churches.” 

.  Developing  new  strategies  for  “im¬ 
pacting”  the  budget-making  process, 

“telling  the  Cooperative  Program 
story”  and  reversing  the  downward 
trend  in  percentage  giving  were 
among  the  challenges  given  to  a  task 
force  created  by  the  Baptist  General 
Convention  of  Ihxas  executive  board 


ggc  Allen  is  a  native  of  Mobile.  He  is  a 
24  graduate  of  Mississippi  College  and 
Southwestern  Seminary.  He  was 
j  Mississippi  alumnus  of  the  year  for 
.  1989-90  at  Southwestern.  He  has  been 
tiv  pastor  of  churches  in  Philadelphia, 
f(ff  Jackson,  Meridian,  and  Canton.  On 
y  retirement,  he  will  continue  to  be 
pastor  of  Ogden  Church  in  Yazoo 
County. 

day  School  work.  Allen  and  his  wife,  Ruth,  have  three 


and  mos 
as  const 
general 
ministration  and 
associational  Sun- 


Alien 

Allen  has  been  children:  Mrs.  Beverly  Livingston  of 
active  in  developing  the  work  of  the  Huntsville;  David,  a  dentist  in 
ASSISTeam  in  Mississippi,  which  is  Jackson;  and  Charles,  who  is  an 
an  acronym  for  Associational  Sunday  Allstate  insurance  manager  in  Little 
Several  churches  participated  by  pro-  Cooperative  Program  promotion  and  School  Improvement  Support  Team.  Rdck.  The  ^Hens  have  eight 
viding  choral  and  mstnunental  music,  education.  ** . .  . . Last  year,  Mississippi -assoeiatiens  grendehildren.  - 
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Non-Christians 
support  seminary 

HONG  KONG 


Baylor  prof  pilots  pi 
to  boost  unified  givii 


Non-Christian 
members  of  a  community  center 

(Continued  from  page  3)  funds  in  the  budget-making  process.  aShMrticipate?in*?recent  mS 

increased  over  the  past  several  dec-  Establishing  a  network  of  ject  to  support  the  BapUst  seminary 
ades,  the  percentage  of  undesignated  Cooperative  Program  “advocates”  in  there  Ctenter  director  Thng  Kw^  Thi 
receipts  given  through  the  Coopera-  local  churches  —  people  who  under-  a  part-time  seminary  student 
tive  Program  has  declined.  stand  the  unified  budget  plan  and  are  chaUenged  members  at  the  communi- 

“Very  few  churches  make  willing  to  “speak  out”  for  it  when  ty  center  to  raise  money  for  the 
deliberate  choices  against  the  church  budgets  are  being  adopted  —  seminary.  ThCT  responded  with  $1  (KX) 
Cooperative  Program.  Dwreases  are  is  essential,  Madden  said.  '^ose  unable  to  give  decided  to  knit 

usually  a  by-product  of  other  deci-  He  warned  against  the  problems  and  sell  woolen  scarfs.  Eight  of  the  16 
sions.”  caused  by  designated  giving  as  oppos-  members  who  did  so  had  never  held 

According  to  Madden,  the  keys  to  ed  to  giving  through  the  unified  knitting  needles  before  The  effort  net- 
reversing  the  downward  trend  m  budget  of  the  local  church,  state  con-  ted  an  additional  $2,500  About  half  of 
percentage  Cooperative  Program  giv-  vention  or  Southern  Baptist  the  center’s  300  members  are  Chris- 
ing  are  improving  knowledge;  in-  Convention.  tians.  Since  the  center  opened  last 

casing  commitment ;  influencing  in-  November,  more  than  20  people  there 

dividual  choice;  influencing  the  have  accept^  Jesus  Christ  as  Savior. 


(Continued  from  page  2) 
a  desert  fire  from  w’hich  snakes  and 
other  desert  creatures  sought  to 
escape.  Since  the  fire  or  wrath  is 
everywhere,  where  will  they  flee  for 
safety?  Only  to  where  the  fire  has 
already  burned. 

The  only  safe  place  from  God’s  orge 
is  at  Calvary,  where  it  has  already 
-  At  a  special  mating  of  the  William  been  poured  out  upon  Jesus. 

Jett  Oavis.  WMUi^at  Mayhall,  Alcorn,  Evangelism;  top^row:  (paries  Nikolic.  aviate,  Carey  College  Board  of  Trustees,  An-  if  you  would  d^lare  the  whole 

dy  Carpenter  of  Biloxi  was  gospel,  you  must  include  God’s  wrath 
unanimously  named  chairman,  (orge)  as  well  as  his  righteousness  by 
Robert  Self,  pastor  of  First  Church,  grace  through  faith  in  his  Son. 
Brookhaven,  was  named  vice-  Herschel  Hobbs  is  pastor  emeritus 
chairman,  and  David  Spencer  of  Long  of  First  Church,  Oklahoma  City. 
Beach  was  named  treasurer.  Hugh 

Dickens,  vice-president  and  dean  of  miici/* 

the  Graduate  School,  was  re-elected  col  liiuoii./ 

secretary.  'f'he  sanctuary  choir  of  Hillcrest 

Carpenter  is  executive  vice-  Church,  Jackson,  will  present 
president  of  People’s  Bank  of  Biloxi.  Christmas  music  ’89,  at  10:45  a.m.. 
He  has  served  on  the  Board  of  Dec  17.  Tbm  Larrimore  is  director. 

Trustees  for  three  years,  serving  as  - 

chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee  What  is  a  people  (ethno-linguistic) 
for  the  past  year.  group?  It  is  a  people  tied  together  by 

William  C.  Browning,  Long  Beach,  name,  language,  race,  heritage, 
was  welcomed  as  a  new  Board  culture  and  sometimes  geography. 


Let  the  world’s  largest  builder  of 

CHURCH  ORGANS 


Pictured  are  award  winners  from  the  associational  awards  banquet.  Winners  listed 
are  directors  of  missions  unless  otherwise  noted,  with  name  of  association,  and  award.  ^ 

Front  row.  from  left,  are  Kermit  Sharp,  Neshoba,  C(X}perative  Missions;  J.  Paul  Jones, 

Mississippi,  Category  III;  J.  C.  Mitchell,  Oktibbeha,  Brotherhood;  Emmett  Wade,  Nor¬ 
thwest.  Sunday  School;  Ervin  Brown,  Northwest,  Church  Administration/Pastoral  Ild^niCS 
Ministries;  second  row:  Jerald  Welch,  Humphreys,  Category  I;  Holmes  Carlisle,  Scott, 

Category  IV;  Mary  Stringer,  associational  WMU  director.  Jeff  Davis,  WML);  Ken  Stringer, 


Beautiful  pipe  organ  sound  without 
the  expensive  cost  of  pipes.  From 
the  smallest  to  the  largest  church 
installation. 

Call  1-800-227-5486 

Roseberry  Piano  House,  Inc. 

Hattiesburg,  MS 


Awards  banquet  recognizes 
associational  ministries 


New,  47  passenger, 
TV  equipped  coaches 

Bm  um  Chartm,  hw. 

800-748-8681 


Call  for  Free  ^ 

BROCHURE; 


BAPTISTRIES 

HEATER&  PUMPS 
FACTORY  DIRECT 
.  *’^4/TOlX  FREE  1-800-251-0679 
TN  CALL  COLLECT  615-875-0679 
FIBERGLASS  BAPTISTRY  CO 

3SI I  HIXSON PaCE«CHArTANOOGA.TN374IS 


list  (Convention.  This  year  the  banquet  with  the  largest  number  of  members  a  supervisory  capacit; 
was  Nov.  14  at  Calvary  Church,  earning  study  course  credit.  'Hie  Mississippi  Power  Company 
Jacks<)n.  award  for  1988-89  went  to  Wayne  Bap-  former  president  of  the  Mllia 

Distinguished  awards  go  to  the  tist  Association,  Lynn  Mackey,  direc-  College  Alumni  Association 
association  which  excells  in  each  pro-  tor  of  missions.  The  outstanding  WMU  In  other  matters,  the  Board 
gram  ar^.  Church  ministries  of  that  .Ass<x:iational  Award  went  to  Jeff  ed  a  new  tenure  policy  for 
association  determine  the  strength  of  Davis  Association,  Kenneth  Stringer,  members, 
the  association.  Church  residential  director  of  missions.  Mrs.  Mary  _ 

membership  ranks  associations  ac-  Stringer  is  associational  WMU  4-  ^4- 


Does  your  church  need  a 

SOUND  SYSTEM? 

Let  our  professionals  helpl 

Call  1-800-227-5486 

Roseberry  Plano  House 

Hattiesburg,  MS 


Flora  Church.  Hinds-Madison 

_  Association,  has 

c a  1 1 e d  Chuck 
Hampton  as  pastor, 
effective  Dec.  17.  A 
native  of  Shannon, 
he  received  his  ed- 
ucation  from  Blue 
Mountain  College 
and  Southwestern 
Seminary.  His  pre- 
vious  place  of  ser- 
vice  was  Gastbn, 
Hampton  CHiurch  in  Boone- 
ville.  r\ 


Ronnie  Cotting- 
ham,  music  evan¬ 
gelist,  has  ac¬ 
cepted  the  call  of 
Cleary  Church  of 
Florence  as  staff 
evangelist.  Gene 
Gillis  is  pastor. 


OLD  BIBLES  REBOUND 

A  price,  binding  and  style  to  meet  every 
need  Quality  workmanship  guaranteed. 
Write  for  illustrated  price  folder. 
"Internationally  known  apacialists" 

NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  CO. 

Box  30S-C  -  Oraanwoed,  Wee.  SfMO 


Gaston  Church.  Boonevi 


n  Kenny  Griffith  of 
Crowder  as  minis¬ 
ter  of  music  and 
youth,  effective 

_ Aug.  20.  His  pre- 

vious  place  ser- 
vice  Crowder 
Church.  He  re 
ceived  his  educa- 
tion  at  Delta  State 
University. 

Griffith 

Adron  Horne  has  announced  his 
retirement,  effective  Dec.  31.  He  has 
served  as  pastor  at  Bissell  Church, 
Thpelo,  for  nine  years.  He  will  be 
available  for  supply  work. 


"Tlie  PUno  Place'' 

Select  your  new  or  uaed  piaito  from 
our  large  etock  of  famous^nam* 
brands.  Save  aubalandally  on  sj^tnaL 
console  or  baby  grand  pinnoa.  J 

Factary  authoriaei  dadrrs  /bn  / 

Skmway»Kmaai»KlmbaU»miHilm*mtr 


I  Piano  C!bm 

I  Nhw  BsAtr.  MafMftr*8S6-2524 
226  Hbkwiy  SI  N.xRkIfrbnd.  MS 
2  milll^orth  of  Coanty  tine  Rond 
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Mississippian  is  chaplain 
of  university  football  team 


PITTSBURGH  (BP)  -  Pastor  Dan. 
Crow  has  two  congregations.  One  wor¬ 
ships  in  a  small  building  with  a  bell 
tower;  the  other  plays  in  a  56,500-seat 
stadium. 

Crow  is  pastor  of  Pittsburgh  Baptist 
Church  and  chaplain  to  the  Universi¬ 
ty  of  Pittsburgh  football  team. 

For  13  weeks  each  fall,  Crow  spends 
Friday  nights  and  Saturdays  with  the 
Pitt  Panthers.  He  often  travels  with 
them  to  out-of-town  games,  attempts 
to  talk  individually  with  each  player 
before  a  game  and  goes  to  the  hospital 
with  injured  players. 

He  will  travel  with  the  team  to  El 
Paso,  Texas,  for  the  John  Hancock 
Bowl  Dec.  30. 

Pittsburgh  Pastor  Danny  Crow  is  a 
native  of  Vicksburg,  Miss.  His  mother 
and  father  nve  there  and  are 
members  of  Trinity  church.  Crow  and 
his  wife,  Becky,  are  graduates  of 
Mississippi  College. 

Before  each  game.  Crow  leads  a 
brief  session  of  singing,  Scripture 
reading  and  prayer.  He  gives  motiva¬ 
tional  talks  based  on  Scripture  and 
counsels  with  players  facing  various 
problems. 

“If  we’re  playing  Notre  Dame,  they 
pray  a  lot,”  he  quipped.  Crow.'^o  is 
a  member  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  Executive  Committee  im¬ 
mediate  past  president  of  the  Baptist 


By  Mark  Wingfield 
Convention  of  Pennsylvania-South 
Jersey,  does  the  chaplaincy  work  as 
volunteer.  He  sees  it  as  one  of  many 
ministries  the  church  can  perform  in 
the  community. 

“I  go  in  there  and  I  say,  T  just  want 
to  be  your  friend,’  ”  Crow  said. 

“I  rejoice  with  them  and  I  weep 
with  them.  ‘Football  players  need 
somebody  to  love  them.  They  are  lov¬ 
ed  by  the  masses  but  not  by  students, 
who  see  them  as  a  privileged  class. 

“And  if  you  ask  a  football  player  how 
he  feels  about  playing  for  a  universi¬ 
ty,  he’ll  tell  you  he  feels  like  a  pro¬ 
stitute.  If  he  doesn’t  produce,  he’s 
gone. 

“I  don’t  have  that  pressure  on  them. 
If  they  don’t  produce,  I’m  still  a 
friend.” 

Crow  hasn’t  tried  to  tackle  his 
Saturday  congregation  with  the 
gospel.  Instead,  he  has  run  alongside 
them  for  three  years,  waiting  for 
players  to  intercept  l|ie  message  when 
the  time  is  right. 

“My  goal  is  not  to  have  them  whip¬ 
ped  into  heaven  this  week,”  he  said. 
“My  goal  is  to  share  a  biblical 
message  with  them  that  will  lead  to 
a  decision. 

“You’ve  got  to  be  willing  to  invest 
time  without  an  immediate  return.”  In 
the  third  year,  that  commitment  has 
begun  to  pay  off  in  tangible  ways. 


Parkway,  Natchez,  grows 
by  Outreach  Bible  Study 


By  Keith  Williams 


‘The  days  are  gone  when  people 
who  need  the  Lord  seek  out  the 
church;  It  is  our  responsibility  as  the 
church  to  seek  out  those  who  need  the 
Lord,”  said  Debbie  Redfield,  co-leader 
of  an  Outreach  Bible  Study  group  for 
Parkway  Church,  Natchez. 

She  continued,  “It  was  our  pastor 
who  first  planted  that  thought  in  my 
mind.  As  a  Christian  I ’know  that 
reachfng  out  to  a  lost  world  is  what  the 
church  is  all  about.  Tb  glorify  God  and 
spread  the  good  news  of  Jesus  Christ 
is  our  purpose.  One  way  that  we  have 
accomplished  this  is  by  Outreach  Bi¬ 
ble  Study.” 

The  idea  of  Outreach  Bible  Study, 
a  short-term  evangelistic  Bible  Study 
which  is  held  away  from  the  church, 
was  first  presented  in  a  planning 
meeting  by  the  church  staff.  The 
leader  for  the  Outreach  Bible  Study 
group  was  Russell  Butts,  an  adult  Sun¬ 
day  School  teacher.  For  some  time, 
Russell  had  been  seeking  an 
outreach/teaching  opportunity.  When 
the  opportunity  to  begin  an  Outreach 
Bible  Study  group  came  about,  he 
volunteered  to  lead  this  group. 

-’The  Outreach  Bible  Study  was  con¬ 
ducted  in  an  apartment  building 
recreation  room.  The  apartments, 
owned  a  member  of  the  church, 
were  visited  by  Butts  and  Redfield. 


They  informed  the  individuals  of  the 
time  and  place  of  the  Bible  study.  The 
original  expectation  was  for  this  to  be 
an  adult  Outreach  Bible  Study  group. 
During  the  first  meeting,  it  was  ob¬ 
vious  that  this  would  become  a  youth 
Outreach  Bible  Study  group.  “The  ex¬ 
citement  of  the  youth  over  the  simple 
Bible  stories  was  an  enjoyment  to 
each  of  us.  They  came  as  God 
prepared  their  hearts,”  Redfield  said.' 

There  have  been  many  results  from 
the  Youth  Outreach  Bible  Study  group. 
One  of  the  girls  has  joined  the  Sunday 
School  and  youth  choir.  Two  brothers 
who  attend^  have  moved  to  another 
town  but  they,  along  with  their  single 
mother,  have  made  professions  of 
faith  and  are  active  in  their  church. 
“It  truly  has  been  a  blessing  to  me  to 
have  b^n  such  a  small  part  of  seeing 
God’s  word  through  the  efforts  of  one 
Outreach  Bible  Study,”  said  Debbie. 

If  a  church  needs  assistance  in 
establishing  an  adult  or  youth 
Outreach  Bible  Study,  contact  the 
Sunday  School  Department,  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 
at  968-3800.  The  Sunday  School 
Department  is  ready  to  provide  train¬ 
ing  for  leaders  and  assist  in  organiz¬ 
ing  Outreaoh  Bible  Study  group. 

Keith  Williams  is  a  consultant  in  the 
Sunday  School  Department. 


Ballet  MagniBcat  to  perform 


Kathy  Thibodeaux’s  Ballet  Mag¬ 
nificat  will  perform  a  Christmas  pro¬ 
gram,  ‘Thy  Kingdom  Come,”  on  Dec. 
22  at  (7  p.m.)  and  Ded.  23  at  (2  p.m.) 
at  the  Jackson  Municipal  Auditorium. 
This  program  will  feature  a  ballet 
with  approotimately  80  students  from 
Ballet  Magnificat’9  ,  School  and 
Studios,  along  with  otIjOT  pieces  from 


the  company’s  repertoire. 

Those  attending  are  being  asked  to 
bring  food  items  for  collection  in  the 
lobby  to  be  given  to  those  in  need. 
There  will  be  a  suggested  donation  of 
$3.00  at  the  door  for  the  compaiw  and 
an  (rffering  will  be  taken  to  benefit  the 
school.  For  more  information,  call 
Ballet  Magnificat  at  962-1920. 


Several  players  and  wives  have  made 
professions  of  faith  in  Christ,  some 
have  joined  his  church,  and  his  rela¬ 
tionships  with  the  players  are  deeper. 
Crow  said. 

This  season,  one  player  who 
previously  had  been  polite  but  distant 
was  glad  to  see  the  chaplain.  “He  put 
his  arm  around  me  and  said,  “Could 
we  sit  down  and  talk,”  Crow  recalled. 

The  player  recounted  how  he  had  in¬ 
jured  his  knee  the  previous  season 
and  how  his  father  had  died  of  a  heart 
attack  during  the  summer.  He  told 
Crow :  “I  always  heard  what  you  had 
to  say,  but  never  thought  it  was  for  me. 
Now  I’ve  realized  the  things  you  say 
are  true.  I  want  you  to  know  I’ve  com¬ 
mitted  my  life  to  Christ.” 

That  player,  like  80  percent  of  the 
team,  is  from  a  CatHblic  background. 
In  fact,  the  University  of  Pittsburgh 
is  considered  a  Catholic  school  where 
evangelicals  —  and  particularly 
Southern  Baptists  —  are  a  definite 
minority. 

Crow’s  surprising  opportunity  came 
about  because  of  his  love  for  college 
students.  Pittsburgh  Baptist  Church 
is  located  about  three  miles  from  the 
University  of  Pittsburgh  campus. 

On  his  own.  Crow  determined  to 
spend  time  on  campus  witnessing  to 
students.  Through  this  outreach,  he 
met  the  Panther  quarterback  coach, 
who  became  a  member  of  his  church 
and  later  invited  Crow  to  one  of  the 
games. 

“The  chemistry  hit,”  Crow  said  of 
his  first  encounter  with  the  players.  “I 
could  relate  to  the  guys.” 

Because  of  that.  Crow  was  invited 
to  become  the  turn’s  permament 
chaplain  —  a  role  that  had  always 
been  filled  by  a  Catholic. 

“It’s  not  just  that  I  am  a  Baptist,” 
Crow  explained  of  his  ministry  oppor¬ 
tunity.  “It’s  that  I’m  in  a  church  that 
has  a  presence.” 

He  sees  this  ministry  as  an  impor¬ 
tant  step  in  building  good  relations  for 
Southern  Baptists  in  an  area  where 
they  are  not  well  know.  “It’s  building 
a  positive  image  for  Southern  Baptists 
and  it’s  building  bridges  that  will  last 
into  the  future,”  Crow  sa’d. 

‘‘We’re  going  to  see  a  lot  more 
evangelism  now.  But  we  had  to  buy 
the  ticket  first.” 

Mark  Wingfield  writes  for  the 
Atlanta  BP  bureau. 


Experience  ' 

in  Seventy-Six  Events  Chronologically  arranged 
by:  The  Reverend  E.W.  Jorg  . 

In  these  times  of  spiritual  and  moral  corruption  world-wide, 
with  at  the  horizon  of  life  the  set  Day  of  the  LORD’S  Visitation  in 
Judgment  upon  sinful  mankind  on  Planet  Earth:  the  Seven  Year  Period 
of  Tribulation,  The  APOCALYPSE’  -  The  REVELATION’  of  the  Lord 
MESSIAH  JESUS  -  spiritual  enlightment  has  lifted  the  obscurity  in 
which  the  APOCALYPSE  had  been  shrouded  hitherto,  unveiling  its 
multifold  array  of  astounding  EVENTS,  even  of  SEVENTY-SIX  in 
number  and  that  -  CHRONOLOGICALLY  ARRANGED,  thus 
heralding  this  book  unequivocably  as  a  FIRST  in  history. 


COST  $16.95  SHIPPING  &  HANDLING  $2.95 


Address 


Please  make  Check  or  Money  Order  payable  to:  TEMPLE  OF  SHILOH 
662  Franklin  Avenue,  Suite  102,  Garden  City,  New  York.  11530 


JUST  RELEASED! 


A  i>!-<A(  '  MAM. 

.S  I’  i  R  I  I  I  A  I.  W  A  R  h  \  R  I 


-  'I®.' 


HOW  lO  1  K.H  I  DIMONS  \\l)  W  IN! 


“A  SPECIAL  GIFT  FOR  MATURE  CHRISTIANS!” 
Book  $4.75  Cassette  Album  $24.95 
Baptist  Bookstore/Jackson/(601)  354>3417 

Remember  your  pastor  &  teacher  this  Christmas! 


“Position  Opening” 

Academic  Vice-President,  William  Carey  College 


THE  COLLEGE:  William  Carey  College  is  owned 
by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  and  is  commit- 
t^  to  excellence  in  undergraduate  programs  in 
liberal  arts  and  sciences,  professional  studies,  and  a 
limited  number  of  graduate  programs.  Constituents 
are  served  from  three  campuses  in  Hattiesbu^  and 
Gulfport,  Mississippi,  and  New  Orleans,  Louisiana, 
and  at  various  National  Guard  facilities  throughout 
the  state  of  Mississippi.  The  college  is  nam^  for 
William  Carey,  the  father  of  modem  world  missions, 
and  emphasizes  programs  in  Christian  service  and 
personal  student  devel^ment.  Major  academic  units 
include  divisions  of  Allied  Sciences,  Business,  Elduca- 
tion  and  Psycholo^,  Fine  Arts,  Humanities,  Nursing, 
Evening  and  Military  Programs,  Support  Services, 
Honors  Programs,  and  Graduate  Stumes.  The  main 
campus  is  located  in  Hattiesburg,  a  progressive  com¬ 
munity  ci  50,0(X)  situated  within  1-2  hours’  drive  of  New 
Orleans,  the  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast,  Dnd  Mobile, 
Alabama. 

THE  POSITION:  The  Academic  Vice-President 
reports  directly  to  the  President  and  is  the  chief 
academic  officer  and  Dean  of  the  College.  This  per¬ 
son  has  program  and  budget  responsibility  for  all 
acadonic  offerings;  provides  leadership  to  the  faculty 


in  admissions  and  scholarship  decisions,  faculty 
development,  includi^  promotion  and  tenure;  and 
communication  with  ifltemal  and  external  constituen¬ 
cies.  Salary  is  competitive  and  negotiable. 

THE  QUALIFICATIONS:  (^lifications  include  an 
earned  doctorate,  a  demonstrated  record  of  high 
quality  performance  in  teaching  and  collie-level  ad- 
ministratim,  effective  communicatimi  skills,  a  matur¬ 
ing  Christian  faith,  an  understanding  of  and  ability 
to  work  with  diverse  Baptist  constituency  groups,  and 
commitment  to  strengthening  the  liberal  arts  base 
and  the  integration  of  faith  and  learning  in  the  various 
disciplines  and  program  offerings  of  the  college. 

APPLICATIONS  OR  NOMINATIONS:  Utters  of 
application  or  nomination  and  a  current  resume 
should  be  sent  to: 

2lV:ademic  Vice-President  Search  Committee 
”  Office  of  the  President 
William  Carey  College 
Hattiesburg,  Mississippi  39401 
At  least  three  letters  of  recommendation  should  be 
mailed  directly  to  the  committee.  Applica¬ 
tions/nominations  and  all  support  materials  should 
be  received  no  later  than  January  4,  1990.  The  an¬ 
ticipated  starting  date  is  February,  1990. 
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Execution  faked,  missionary 
hostage  thought  of  scripture 


Devotional 


BOGOTA,  Colombia  (EP)  -  “You 
will  be  executed,”  Bruce  Olson  was 
told  after  nine  months  of  captivity  at 
the  hands  of  Colombian  guerrillas.  He 
had  no  reason  to  think  they  were  bluf¬ 
fing.  “I  had  seen  six  people  executed 
in  that  nine  months.  I  saw  their  red 
blood  splatter.  Now  it  was  my  turn. 
Fifteen  people  were  involved  in  my 
‘execution.’  But  there  were  tears  in 
their  eyes.” 

Olson,  who  had  used  his  captivity  to 
witness  to  the  guerillas  about  the 
gospel  of  Christ,  had  seen  many  of  his 
executors  come  to  faith  in  Christ.  But 
the  guerrillas,  most  of  them  between 
the  ages  of  15  and  18,  are  little  more 
than  captives  themselves,,  he 
explained. 

As  Olson  stood  before  the  firing 
squad,  a  verse  came  to  his  mind:  “For 
I  am  sure  that  neither  death,  nor  life, 
nor  angels,  nor  principalities,  nor 
things  present,  nor  things  to  come,  nor 
powers,  nor  height,  nor  depth,  nor  any 
other  created  thing  can  separate  us 
from  the  love  of  God”  (Rom.  8:38-39). 

“The  order  was  given  to  fire  I  heard 
clicking  sounds,”  Olson  recalls.  But 
the  bullets  never  reached  his  body. 
“The  guerrillas  in  amazement  open¬ 
ed  the  chambers  and  found  their 
leaders  had  changed  their  ammuni¬ 
tion  to  blanks.  It  was  a  purposeful 
mock  execution.” 

Olson  works  with  the  Motilone  In¬ 
dians,  a  small,  hostile  tribe  deep  in  the 
northeast  jungles  of  Colombia.  Some 
of  his  missionary  work  is  chronicled 
in  the  book.  Bruchko.  He  established 
medical  clinics  and  schools  for  the 
tribe,  credted  a  written  language  for 
them,  and  has  translated  20  books  in¬ 
to  Motilone,  as  well  as  the  New 
Testament. 

On  Oct.  24,1988,  Olson  was  capttired 
by  hostile  guerrillas  who  hoped  to  take 
over  the  Motilone  territory  to  win 
their  revolution.  Friends  who  Olson 
had  won  through  his  work  and  his 
writing  were  shocked  add  dismayed. 
But  for  nine  months,  th^re  was  little 
news  of  his  welfare  or  whereabouts. 

“I  was  captured  through  a  spray  of 
bullets  ejected  from  the  machine  guns 
of  40  guerrillas,”  he  recalled.  “I  was 
captured  and  tal^en  to  an  area  adja¬ 
cent  to  Motilone  territory  but  in  a  land 
occupied  by  Spanish  land  settlers.  For 
two-and-a-half  months  I  was  tied  to  a 
tree  in  the  jungle.” 

Olson  said  he  didn’t  blame  God  for 
the  captivity,  but  instead  asked  him 
how  he  could  serve  him  each  day.  In 


talking  with  the  guerrillas  Olson 
realiz^  that  many  of  them  were  il¬ 
literate.  “So  I  took  a  pencil  and  paper 
and  started  teaching  them  how  to 
write  in  Spanish.”  Books  were  scarce, 
“so  I  suggested  they  bring  a  New 
Testament.”  The  leaders  agreed,  and 
Olson  “opened  it  to  the  book  of  Mat¬ 
thew  and  began  to  read:  ‘Blessed  are 
those  who  mourn,  for  they  shall  be 
comforted.’ 

“Jesus  Christ  articulated  in  simple 
understandable  words  his  truths,  and 
the  guerrillas  responded,”  he  said. 
“Many  of  them  accepted  Jesus  Christ. 
‘We  are  born  of  the  Spirit  of  CIhrist,’ 
they  said.” 

The  news  of  Olson’s  kidnapping 
made  his  work  with  the  Motilones 
headline  news  in  Colombia  and  other 
parts  of  South  America  during  his 
captivity. 

“Colombia  realizes  now  that 
something  great  has  changed  the 
destiny  of  the  Motilones  and  now 
touch^  the  hard  core  area  of  Colom¬ 
bia,”  Olson  said.  During  Olson’s  cap¬ 
tivity,  “the  president  of  Colombia  ask¬ 
ed  of  the  Motilones,  ‘What  is  this  that 
has  changed  the  quality  of  your  peo¬ 
ple?  What  has  brought  you  into  con¬ 
gruency  with  the  western  world  and 
has  brought  peace  with  the  [hostile  In¬ 
dian  tribrel?  You  are  living  at  peace 
with  the  land  settlers,  and  are  no 
longer  shooting  the  oil  company 
employees.’ 

‘The  Motilones  explained,  ‘We  walk 
the  trail  of  life  ...  we  walk  in  the 
footsteps  of  a  new  leader’ 

“So  the  president  thinks  this  new' 
leader  must  be  that  missionary  Olson, 
who  was  kidnapped,”  Olson  added. 
“But  the  Motilones  were  quick  to  ex¬ 
plain,  ‘No,  he  doesn’t  know  what  roots 
are  ahead  of  him  on  the  trail.  He 
doesn’t  know  how  to  speak  our 
language.  We  taught  him  this.’ 

“  ‘Then  what  brought  change  to 
your  people?’  the  president  asked. 
And  the  Motilones  answered,  ‘We  walk 
in  the  footsteps  of  Jesus  Christ.’  ” 

In  the  sixth  month  of  captivity,  “I  ^ 
was  having  complications  and  hemor- 
rhaging,”  .Olson  recalls.  A  makeshift 
hospital  was  set  up,  and  many  of  the 
guerrillas  donated  blood  for  a  transfu¬ 
sion.  The  transfusion  probably  saved 
Olson's  life,  but  an  allergic  reaction 
caused  his  body  to  swell  and  all  his 
muscles  to  ache.  “1  felt  low,”  Olson 
recalls.  But  it  was  a  rare  moment 
when  “I  saw  the  presence  of  God  in 
the  jungle,  surrounding  me.  When  I 


am  sick  and  isolated,  God  realizes  I 
am  flesh  and  blood.” 

The  guerilla  leaders,  who  had  been 
trying  through  tortures  and  threats 
and  persuasion  to  convince  Olson  to 
join  their  army,  told  him  “Now  you 
have  guerrilla  blood  in  your  veins, 
come  into  the  movement.”  Yet  hestill 
refused. 

Shortly  after,  they  staged  the  mock 
execution  in  a  final  effort  to  persuade 
him  to  join  the  movement.  Just  three 
days  after  that  unsuccessful  attempt, 
a  guerrilla  leader  told  Olson,  “I  am 
giving  you  your  freedom.”  Many  of  the 
guerrillas  expressed  remorse  over 
having  put  him  through  the  ordeal, 
but  they  said,  “If  we  had  not  kidnap¬ 
ped  yw-we  would  never  have  heard  of 
the  ccmpasslon  of  Jesus  (Christ.” 

The  Colombian  papers  read  “Olson 
Alive,”  Olson  concluded. “But  the  vic¬ 
tory  is  that  of  God.” 


A  child  of  power 


By  James  K.  Smith 

When  we  think  of  a  child,  especially  a  baby,  we  do  not  think  of  a  creature 
of  power  but  rather  one  of  weakness.  Of  all  the  earth’s 
creatures,  the  young  of  man  is  probably  the  most 
vulnerable  to  his  environment  and  must  be  cared  for 
diligently  over  a  long  period  of  time.  So  it  was  with  the  baby 
Jesus  who  was  born  of  woman,  wrapped  in  swaddling 
clothes,  and  cared  for  in  a  manger. 

The  difference  between  this  child  and  others  is  in  that 
of  promise  by  the  Lord  to  Mary  through  the  angel  Gabriel. 
Luke  records  that  promise  for  us  and  tells  us  that  the  child 
would  be  great  (in  rank  and  dignity);  called  the  Son  of 
Highest  (promise  of  messiahship) ;  be  given  the  throne  of 
Smith  David  ( kingship,  authority,  and  power) ;  his  kingdom  shall 
never  end,  and  he  shall  rule  forever  (power  unlimited,  un¬ 
questioned,  and  unparalleled)  (Luke  1:32-33). 

The  ‘Son  of  Man’  had  the  power  of  the  universe  at  his  fingertips.  He  was 
all  God  and  all  man.  He  had  tremendous  power,  with  possibilities  for  good 
or  for  evil.  So  it  was  for  the  child  Jesus  as  he  tecame  a  man.  But,  so  it  is 
for  all  of  mankind  who  become  children  of  God.  Because  the  source  of  power 
is  not  found  within  us  but  is  derived  from  God,  through  the  indwelling  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  we  have  at  our  fingertips  power  unlimited  to  use  within  his  will. 

Let  us  thank  God  for  the  gift  of  his  Son  and  through  him  the  permanent 
indwelling  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  the  Christian’s  source  of  power.  Let  us  use  it 
wisely,  within  his  will  and  always  to  his  honor  and  glory. 

Smith  is  pastor,  Mt.  Gilead,  Meridian. 


w 


Philippine  president  honors 
missionary  for  farming  work 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  President 
Corazon  Aquino  of  the  Philippines  has 
awarded  Southern  Baptist  missionary  ' 
Mississippian  Harold  Watson  a 
special  citation  for  helping  develop 
agriculture  in  her  country. 

Aquino  presented  the  award  in 
November  to  representatives  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Mission 
Board  during  a  Washington  luncheon 


sponsored  by  the  Philippine  Amencan 
Foundation. 

Watson  was  on^  of  three  award  reci¬ 
pients  at  the  event,  which  recognized 
significant  contributions  to  the  Philip¬ 
pines  by  nongovernmental  organiza¬ 
tions.  The  others  were  the  Rockefeller 
family,  which  has  funded  health  and 
agricultural  assistance  in  the  Philip¬ 
pines  since  1913,  and  CARE,  which 


Letters  to  the  editor 


Nunnery  appreciation 

Ralph  Hester,  trustee  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Children's  Village,  presents  a  pla¬ 
que  of  appreciation  to  Paul  Nunnery,  retiring  executive  director  of  the  Village  during 
a  session  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention.  Nunnery  retires  at  the  end  of  the 
year  after  serving,  as  head  of  the  child  care  agency  for  29  years. 


Communication  with 
the  FMB 

Editor: 

I  read  with  keen  interest  the  letter 
from  Lydia  Hamby  of  Pearl  which  ap¬ 
peared  in  the  November  30, 1989,  edi¬ 
tion  of  The  Baptist  Record.  Lydia’s  ex¬ 
perience  with  the  FMB  mirrors  al¬ 
most  exactly  my  experience  of  several 
years  ago. 

I  tried  to  communicate  with  the 
FMB  about  a  volunteer  mission  pro¬ 
ject  for  which  1  was  qualified,  for 
which  I  wanted  the  FMB  only  to  let 
me  go  under  their  auspices,  and  for 
which  the  FMB  had  advertised  ask¬ 
ing  for  a  volunteer.  Somehow  com¬ 
munication  between  the  FMB  and  me 
got  so  unbelievably  fouled  up  that  my 
personal  circumstances  changed 
before,  over  a  period  of  months  of  try¬ 
ing,  I  could  get  any  sensible  dialogue 
initiated.  Finally  I  gave  up. 

Maybe,  just  mayte,  God  used  this 
to  tell  me  that  going  to  that  mission 
field  was  not  his  will  for  me  at  that 
time;  or  perhaps  making  application 
with  the  FMB  is  made  difficult  in 
order  to  weedjout  the  not  totally  com¬ 
mitted,  although  I  do  not  believe  that. 

What  I  would  say  to  Lydia  is  that 
she  and  I  are  not  the  only  ones  to  have 
had  this  kind  of  frustrating  ex¬ 
perience  with  the  FMB,  and  that  (]rod 
can  and  will  use  us  wherever  we  are 
even  if  we  feel  that  where  we  are  is 
(^’s  second  choice  for  us.  I  know 
that  now,  seven  years  after  the  fact. 


I  am  where  God  wants  me  at  this 
time. 

My  prayer  is  that  Lydia,  too,  will 
soon  come  to  know  that  she  is  where 
God  wants  her,  and  that  the  FMB  will 
take  an  incisive  inventory  of  their  per¬ 
sonnel  procurement  procedures  and 
their  office  personnel,  because,  it 
seems  to  me  that  any  ‘weeding  out’ 
process  will  be  best  accomplished  by 
the  Holy  Spirit’s  working  in  the  in¬ 
dividual’s  heart  rather  than  through 
administrative  sluggishness  and 
ineptness. 

Yours  in  His  service, 

Robert  M.  Moore,  Sr. 

Thanks  from 
South  Carolina 

Editor : 

In  Annual  Session  on  Oct.  24,  the 
messengers  of  the  Screven  Baptist 
Association  in  South  Carolina  ex¬ 
pressed  their  unanimous  appreciation 
for  all  the  assistance  the  people  of 
your  state  gave  to  our  area  during  the 
aftermath  of  Hurricane  Hugo. 

We  are  grateful  for  Christian 
brothers  and  sisters  who  gave  so  will¬ 
ingly  of  their  time,  efforts,  and  other 
resources  and  who  cooperated  so 
beautifully  with  others  in  this  time  of 
need. 

May  God  richly  bless  you  for  this 
labor  and  gift  of  love. 

David  P.  Brien 
Director  of  Missions 


has  operated  there  since  1949. 

The  citation  recognized  Watson  for 
establishing  the  Baptist  Rural  Life 
Onter,  an  agricultural  training  center 
on  the  Philippine  island  of  Mindanao. 

It  noted  his  leadership  in  develop¬ 
ing  Sloping  Agricultural  Land 
Technology  to  help  the  country’s  | 
resource-poor  farmers,  and  it  cited 
the  support  he  has  received  from 
Southern  Baptists  in  the  United 
States. 

‘The  Rural  Life  Center  provides  a 
working  model  for  alleviation  of 
poverty  for  the  poorest  Filipino  farm 
families  subsisting  on  infertile  upland 
soils,”  the  citation  said.  ‘The  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  Philippines  hereby  ex¬ 
presses  appreciation  to  the  American 
members  of  the  Baptist  Church  who 
have  supported  Reverend  Watson’s 
work  in  Mindanao  and  who  have  pro¬ 
vided  support  for  the  establishment  of 
the  Rural  Life  Center.” 

Watson,  an  agriculturist  from 
Brooklyn,  Miss.,  moved  to  the  Philip¬ 
pines  about  25  years  ago.  He  began 
battling  the  climate  and  a  tradition  of 
poor  farming  techniques  in  an  at¬ 
tempt  to  turn  denuded  hillsides  into 
thriving  gardens.  For  years  he  tried 
and  failed  to  grow  food  on  a  47-acre 
demonstration  farm  in  the  island 
nation. 

Then  he  and  his  Philippine 
assistants  developed  Sloping 
Agricultural  Land  Technology,  a 
natural  terracing  plan  that  has  form¬ 
ed  the  backbone  for  countless  pro¬ 
grams  integrating  farming 
technology,  health,  nutrition  and  faith. 
Its  influence  is  visible  throughout  the 
Philippines  and  many  parts  of  Asia. 

Watson  and  the  center  have  won 
numerous  awards,  including  the 
I^mon  Magsaysay  Award  for  interna¬ 
tional  understanding,  considered  by 
many  people  in  Asia  to  be  as 
prestigious  as  a  Nobel  Prize. 

Guests  at  the  Washington  awards 
luncheon  included  officers  and  direc¬ 
tors  of  multinational  corporations, 
ambassadors  and  U.S.  senators  and 
representatives.  After  presenting  the 
awards,  Aquino  praised  the  role  U.S. 
nongovernmental  organizations  have 
played  in  the  Philippines. 


Thursday,  December  14.  1989 
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by  Anne  Washburn  McWilliams 


in  Russia 


JOMISM: 

A  Vim  FORCE 
FOI?  WORLD 

peace: 


.Thphsm- 

BAMHblti 
iPAKTOP  MMPA 
HA  3EMAE.' 


Young  Alexander  clutches  candy  in  his  fists.  It  was  given  him  by  American  tourists 
while  he  arKi  his  father,  Azutyun,  were  at  a  mountaintoppark  in  Tbilisi,  Soviet  Georgia 
It  is  the  custom  in  the  USSR  for  tourists  to  ask  permission  to  take  pictures  of  citizens 
and  then  in  return  give  them  a  small  gift  such  as  candy. 


j  “  suitcase  on  gjgp  extolling  the  virtues  of  tourism  is  posted  in  the  office  of  Intourist,  at  Vladimir, 

my  bed  and  hit  me  on  the  temple.  My  Russia 
head  was  hard  enough  to  withstand 

the  blow,  but  one  earpiece  got  broken  opened  from  the  inside.  In  panic,  I  way,  but  a  bright  blue. 

1  up  Once  while  we  were  sidetracked,  I 
was  watching  a  group  of  women  sit¬ 
ting  on  a  low  stone  wall  by  a  freight 
train.  One  in  a  blue  shirt,  black  skirt, 
heavy  stockings,  and  flat  shoes  sud- 
‘The  porter  said  to  press  the  buzzer  denly  jumped  onto  the  side  of  the 

I,”  freight  as  it  began  to  move;  I  suppose 
Lola  ^id.  It  worked,  and  he  let  me  she  was  a  switchman  (switchwoman?) 

I’ve  always  thought  no  one  could 
.  _  .  beat  Mississippi  when  it  comes  to 

standing  in  the  corridor  watching  the  hospitality  and  friendliness.  But  I 
passing  scene.  Soon  I  saw  the  most  found  that  Russians  are  our  rivals  in 
beautiful  picture  I  have  ever  missed  that  line,  and  especially  Georgians. 

One  example  of  their  giving  spirit:  On 
this  train, .a,  five-year-old  boy,  Giorgi, 
and  her  mother  were  passengers  for 
a  few  hours.  Neither  coula  speak 
tr^,  mostly  October  gold.  In  the  English,  but  they  became  friends 

anyhow  with  a  foursome  from  Arkan¬ 
sas.  The  mother  gave  Charlotte 
Schexnayder  a  Georgia  flag. 
I  had  read  in  a  guidebook  that  it  was  Charlotte  gave  Giorgi  an  Arkansas 
against  the  law  in  Russia  to  take  pic-  pin.  Mother  and  boy  gave  Charlotte  a 
tures  from  a  train,  or  to  take  pictures  bag  of  candy.  Charlotte  gave  Giorgi 

.  I  cheese  and  crackers.  The  mother  and 

wrestled  with  my  conscience  about  boy  went  to  the  small  snack  bar  and 

returned  with  two  bottles  of  soda, 
pear  and  lemon,  for  the  Arkansans. 
Charlotte  found  some  dinosaur 


off  my  glasses.  At  last  I  learned  what  shook  the  door  and  woke  up 
the  hump  on  my  nose  could  be  good  everybody  in  our  compartment, 
for  —  holding  my  spectacles  on.  “What  if  we  had  an  accident?”  I  ask- 

The  big  bags  were  to  go  under  the  ed.  “How  could  anybody  get  out  of 
beds  and  the  little  ones  in  the  wall  here?” 
recess  over  the  door.  That  taken  care  ““ 

of,  I  looked  for  a  ladder  to  climb  to  my  three  times  and  he’d  come  open  it,” 
retreat. ‘The  table  under  the  window 
is  the  step,”  somebody  su^ested  from  out !  Oh,  joy ! 
the  corridor.  It  was  a  giant  step  for  As  daylight  broke,  many  were 
short  legs,  but  I  made  it.  ; 

A  blat^et,  sheets,  pillow  and  towels 
were  in  a  roll  at  the  foot  of  the  bunk. 

I  made  up  the  bed  while  sitting  in  the  taking.  In  the  distance  were  snow- 
middle  of  it,  a  trick  I’d  learr^^  long  covei^  peaks  of  the  Caucasus  Moun- 
ago.  But  what  were  the  towels  for?  A  tains,  in  a  purple  haze,  below  a  blue 
glimpse  at  the  repelling  restroom  had  sky.  This  side  of  them  was  a  forest  of 
let  me  know  I’d  never  wash  my  face  I 

in  that  lavatory,  and  I  surely  wasn’t  foreground  was  a  level  meadow  dot¬ 
going  to  waste  my  precious  bottle  of  ted  with  drifts  of  red  sumac  and  off- 
drinking  water  on  my  skin.  white  blossoms  of  Queen  Anne’s  lace. 

On  the  top  bunk  opposite,  Mary 
Holliman,  Blacksburg,  Virginia, 
publisher,  had  struggled  into  her  pa¬ 
jamas,  and  begun  reading.  I  picked  up  of  planes,  ships,  or  bridges.  While  I 
a  book,  too,  but  soon  I  realized  I  was 

thirsty.  “Watch  it!  I’m  coming  down!”  breaking  the  law,  the  train  moved  on 
I  called  out  to  Ouida  and  Lola  below  before  1  won,  and  I’ve  regretted  it  ever 
^  Ouida  Cox,  of  Little  Rock,  is  editor  since, 
of  Rural  Arkansas,  and  Lola  Autry,  as  At  one  stop,  I  saw  a  tiny  house  stickers  for  Giorgi. 
you  know  by  now,  is  a  writer  and  beside  the  track.  It  had  a  metal  roof  Later  Charlotte  wrote,  “If  leaders 
photographer  from  Hickory  Flat.  I  and  was  painted  blue  and  pink,  and  governments  would  leave  it  to  the 
tip-toed  gingerly  onto  the  table.  Clothes  hung  on  a  line  in  the  yard;  a  people,  we  observed,  people  of  all  na- 
careful  not  to  knock  over  a  water  bot-  woman  in  a  red  dress  stood  holding  tions  could  be  friends.” 
tie  or  to  step  on  a  peanut  butter  the  hand  of  a  little  girl,  while  a  boy  When  at  mid-day  we  arrived  in 
sandwich.  beside  them  played  in  a  sandbox.  Oc-  Sochi,  the  porter  pitched  our  bags  out. 

In  the  tiny  kitchen  at  the  end  of  the  casionally  I  saw  pigs,  and  geese.  At  and  piled  them  near  a  big  magnolia 
corridor,  the  porter  was  making  hot  one  place  I  saw  a  woman  hitting  a  cow  tree. 

tea  for  anyone.  He  poured  some  for  with  a  stick,  to  drive  it  out  of  her  yard.  I’ve  been  thinking  that  life  is  like 
me  into  a  glass  which  he  set  in  an  We  passed  vineyards  and  a  com  field,  that  railroad  journey,  with  its  blind 
embellished  metal  holder.  This  per-  In  some  places  small  two-story  white  curves,  its  tunnels,  its  sidetracks,  and, 
sonable  man,  with  brown  eyes  and  houses  were  surrounded  with  a  picket  in  long  stretches,  its  beautiful 
reddish  brown  hair,  was  kept  busy  all  fence,  and  inside  that  were  trees  load-  meadows.  In  the  dark  of  night,  we  find 
night  serving  tea,  I  think.  Everyone  ed  with  persimmons,  oranges,  and  ourselves  trapped  behind  the  lock^ 
kept  talking  or  visiting  back  and  forth  apples.  door  of  sin.  Only  Jesus  can  open  that 

for  hours.  When  we  reached  the  shoreline  of  door.  But  when  we  send  him  the 

Sinice  there  was  no  dining  car  on  the  the  Black  Sea,  I  began  to  see  people  signal,  he  will  answer  and  give  us  our 
train,  I  ate  my  snacks  from  Mississip-  sunbathing,  sitting  on  slatted  wooden  freedom.  In  .this  season  called 
pi  —  granola  bars,  vegetable  juice,  lounge  chairs  on  the  black  pebbled  Christmas,  we  have  much  to 
crackers,  and  Vienna  sausage  —  apd  beaches.  The  sea  was  not  black,  by  the  celebrate! 
a  pear  saved  from  Tbilisi. 

After  our  lights  were  out,  I  could  see  Ynn  r'liKiirn  vicites  Snvi^t  ITninn 
from  my  top  bunk  that  we  were  enter-  V^llDUm  VlSllS  OOVlCt  UmOIl 

ing  high  mountains.  Lights  flashed 

past  and  brakes  shushed  and  squeak-  SHREVEPORT,  La.  —  Southern  Leningrad  at  the  invitation  of  Soviet 
ed  when  we  stopped  in  a  town.  It  was  Baptist  layman  Ray  Boswell  of  President  Mikhail  Gorbachev  and  his 
peaceful  up  there,  far  in  the  night,  to  Shreveport,  La.,  was  one  of  eight  peo-  wife,  Raisa.  Boswell,  h  member  of 
listen  to  the  clickety-click,  clickety,  pie  invited  to  travel  with  American  Highland  Baptist  Church  in 
clickety,  click,  click  of  wheels  on  rails,  pianist  Van  Clibum  to  the  Soviet  Shreveport,  todt  with  him  copies  of 
and  to  catch  the  gleam  of  moonlight  Union  over  the  summer.  Clibum,  a  “Endurii^  Faith,”  a  documentary  on 
on  a  river  far  below.  'The  porter  came  Shreveport  native  and  also  a  Southern  Baptists  in  the  Soviet  Union  produc- 
down  the  corridor  and  slammed  our  Baptist,  asked  his  lifetime  friend  ed  by  the  Southefn  Baptist  Foreign 
sliding  door  shut.  Not  until  an  hour  or  Boswell  to  go  with  him  on  the  concert  Mission  Board.  He  had  hoped  to  pre- 
so  later  did  I  discover  it  was  locked  tour.  sent  a  copy  to  Gorbachev,  but  did  not 

from  the  outside  and  could  not  be  Clibum  performed  in  Moscow  and  get  to  meet  the  president. 


An  old  woman  at  a  farmer’s  market  in  Tbilisi,  Georgia,  clowns  as  she  tries  on  at 
American  hat  given  her  by  Janet  Jenkins,  journalist  from  Iowa 


A  tiny  house  by  the  railroad  track  somewhere  between  Tbilisi  and  Sochi,  in  southerr 
USSR,  is  painted  blue  and  pink,  and  has  a  metal  roof. 
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Evangelism 

Report 


Helping  To  Bring  Mississippi 
And  The  World  To  Jesus 


Adams 


Alcorn 


Attala 


Benton 


Bolivar 


Calhoun 


Carroll 


Chickasaw 


Choctaw 


Personal  Dental  Coverage 
Now  Available! 


Clarke 


Stringer 

Holly  Church,  Alcorn  Association,  Nick  Davis  has  been  called  as 
ordained  Jeff  Bobo  as  a  deacon  Qct.  music  director  at  Heidelberg  Church, 
26.  Philip  Cooper,  pastor,  preached  the  Heidelberg.  He  is  a  student  at  William 
ordination  sermon.  Jeff’s  father,  Dave  Carey  College.  J.  W.  lynes  is  pastor. 
Bobo,  also  a  deacon  in  Holly  Church, 

led  in  the  ordination  prayer.  MINNEAPOLIS,  MINN.  (EP)  — 

Billy  Graham,  who  celebrated  his  71st 
birthday  Nov.  7,  confirmed  that  he  will 
continue  his  intense  schedule  of 
crusade  ministry. 

“I  do  not  intend  to  retire,”  said 
Graham.  “Nowhere  do  I  find  in  the  Bi¬ 
ble  that  a  preacher  retired.  My  doc¬ 
tors  have  suggested  that  I  slow  down 
somewhat.  But  as  long  as  God  gives 
me  breath,  I  expect  to  preach  the 
Gospel.” 


Covington 


Franklin 


Usual  and  Customary  Charges  for: 


PREVENTIVE 

Flouride  Treatments 
Cleanings 
Space  Maintainers 
X-Rays 


RESTORATIVE  MAJOR 

Routine  Fillings  Bridges 
Extractions  Crowns 

Root  Canals  Dentures 

Oral  Surgery  Partials 


Grenada 


Gulf coast 


Hlnds-Madison] 


Holmes 


Marion  Adams  has  moved  back  to 
Mississippi,  after  having  served  chur¬ 
ches  in  Wisconsin  for  24  years.  He  is 
available  for  a  pastorate  and  also  for 
supply  or  interim  work.  He  and  his 
wife  are  living  at  1807  Wildwood  Dr, 
Meridian,  MS  39307.  His  phone 
number  is  483-7733. 


Itawamba 


Jackson 


Jeff  Davis 


Jones 


Lafayette 


Standard  Benefits 

Preventive  Procedures 
Deductible 
Coinsurance 


Lauderdale 


First,  Brandon,  publishes 
history,  releases  this  week 

The  new  history  of  First  Church,  ship  of  First  Baptist  Church,  Brandon, 
Brandon,  The  Patience  Of  Pro- ,  should  find  the  book  interesting  and 
vidence,  was  written  by  Tbm  Nettles,  helpful  in  understanding  the  spiritual 
who  was  reared  in  Brandon  and  in  context  of  Rankin  County,”  states  Mrs. 
First  Church.  He  graduated  from  Carey  Cox,  chairman  of  the  commit- 
Mississippi  College  and  received  the  tee  which  planned  for  a  history  of  the 
doctor  of  philosophy  degree  from  church  to  be  written. 

Southwestern  Seminary.  He  has  “Copies  of  the  book  are  available 
taught  at  Sewthwestern  Seminary,  and  throu^  First  Baptist  Church,  309 
at  Mid-America  Seminary,  and  is  South  College  Street,  Brandon,  MS 
presently  on  the  faculty  of  Trinity  39042.  The  cost  of  the  book  is  $10.00. 
Evangelical  Divinity  School  in  Deer-  Mail  orders  should  add  $1.50  for 
field,  Ill.  postage  and  handling,”  said  Mrs.  Cox. 

The  book  begins  by  describing  the  The  book  came  off  the  press  this 
conditions  facing  all  settlers,  as  well  week, 
as  Baptist,  in  the  immediate  post- 
revolutionary  days  in  the  Mississippi 
l^rritory. 

discussion  the  courage 
and  theological  confessions  those 
early  Baptists,  the  origins  of  Brandon 
Baptist  under  the  leadership  of 


Lawrence 


Lebanon 


Restorative  Procedures 
Deductible 
Coinsurance 


Leflore 


Lincoln 


Lowndes 


Marion 


Major 

Restorative  Procedures 
Deductible 
Coinsurance 


Marshall 


Monroe 


Montgomer 


Neshoba 


$750  $1000  $1500 


J  New  Choctaw 


Newton 


North  Delta 


TVl>«IV  Orthodontia  Bertefits 

Deductible  Not  Not  $50  L.T. 

CoinsurarKe  Covered  Covered  50H 

Ufatima  Banafits  N/A  N/A  $1000 

NOTES: 

(1)  C.Y.  (Calendar  Year);  L.T.  (Life  Time) 

(2)  Calendar  Year  deductibles  are  combined  for  Type  I,  II,  and  III  pro- 
cedures.Maximum  of  Three  (3)  deductibles  per  family  per  calendar  year. 

(3)  Major  Restorative  procedures  are  available  after  twelve  (12)  months  of  con¬ 
tinuous  coverage. 

(4)  Orthodontia  Benefits  are  available  after  twenty-four  (24)  months  of  continuous 
co>^rage  and  are  only  available  to  covered  dependent  children  less  than 
age  19. 

(5)  This  Optional  Benefit  Plan  has  a  coordination  of  benefits  provision. 

Please  serxf  me  additional  information.  I  understand  there  is  no  cost  or 

obligation. 


Northwest 


Noxubee 


Oktibbeha 


Panola 


Pearl  River 


Pike 


Prentiss 


pastor  T.S.N.  King  in  1935  is  chronicl¬ 
ed.  Information  concerning  ante¬ 
bellum,  Civil  War,  Worl<|  War  I, 
depression.  World  Wfw  II,  and  con¬ 
temporary  days  winds  its  way  through 
the  lives,  struggles;  and  victories  of 
the  people  of  First  Baptist  Church. 

After  meeting  initially  in  the  Bran¬ 
don  Female  Academy,  the  first 
building,  a  white  frame  structure  on 
the  comer  of  Jasper  and  College 
streets,  was  completed  in  1882.  In  1945, 
the  church,  not  without  opposition, 
voted  to  build  a  brick  building  on  the 
present  site. 

No  attempt  is  made  to  hide  or  ex¬ 
aggerate  the  controversies,  human¬ 
ness,  and,  sometimes  greatness  of  the 
persons  connected  with  First  Baptist 
Church.  Pertinent  data  on  virtually 
every  pastor  and  pictures  of  many  are 
included.  The  impt^nce  of  its  lay 
leadership  is  also  given  prominence. 

“Many  people  bomnd  the  member- 


Rankln 


Sharkey- 

Issaquena 


CHURCH  PEW  CUSHIONS: 
Manufactured  in  our  plant.  For 
free  estimate  contact  —  Emmons 
Brothers,  P.  O.  Box  IM,  Meridian, 
Miss.  3939I.  Since  1899.  Phone 
(601)  693-4451. 


Simpson 


Smith 


Sunflower 


Tallahatchie 


CAPITAL  CHURCH  CARPETS. 
Over  25  years  carpet  experience. 
For  high  quality  and  tow  prices,  tot 
us  carpet  yonr  church.  il5  Hwy.  49 
South,  Richland,  MS  39218;  (661) 
939-4911. 


Tishomingo 


Name 


Union 


Union  Co 


Address 


Walthall 


Warren 


Washington 


Phone. 


DISPOSABLE  BAPTISMAL 
GOWNS  —  White  25  per  case,  3 
sizes.  Contact:  Ultratek  In¬ 
dustries,  Box  2467.  Columbus,  MS 
39704;  Inside  MS  1-327-1880;  Ont- 
side  MS  l-MO-521-8528. 


WMich,  Wilson  Agoncy 

P.  O.  Box  6905,  Jackaon,  MS  39282 
In  Jackaon  over  2S  years 
1-800-844-8971  or  1-800-844-8972 
801-373-8791  or  373-8151 


Webster 


Winston 


Yalobusha 


Yazoo 


Single  (over  18) 

*$15.25 

Single  &  One  Dependent 

*$29.50 

Family 

*$44.00 

(Guaranteed  twelve  (12)  montha) 

*Add  $3.00  monthly  billing  fee 

Oentiat  of  your  choice 

‘Add  $1.00  monthly  bank  draft 
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Just  for  the  Record 


“Christmas  in 
the  Cottonpatch 
next  week 


Thursday,  December  14,  1989 


Royal  Ambassador  Wash  was  proclaimed  the  week  of  Nov. 
5-11.  Pictured,  leaders  in  Washington  Association  with  two  pro¬ 
clamations  signed  by  Governor  Ray  Mabus,  Jackson,  and 
Mayor  W.  C.  Burnly  Jr,  of  Greenville,  left  to  right,  are  L.  R. 
Adam  Gonzalez  of  Lakeview  Church;  Buster  Jones  and  Ed' 
Daniels  of  Southside  Church;  Bruce  Patterson  of  piygiport 
Church; 


Christmas  in  the  Cottonpatch,”  a 
north  Mississippi  tradition  since  1960, 
will  be  presented  again  this  year,  Dec. 
17-27,  thinning  each  night  at  8.  The 
place:  the  cottonfield  across  from 
Abel’s  Store  on  Highway  5,  abmit  mid¬ 
way  between  Hickory  Flat  and 
Ashland. 

Seventeen  larger  than  life  scenes 
dominate  the  seven-acre  field,  and 
thousands  of  small  lights  representing 
stars  reach  a  quarter  of  a  mile  in 
depth  and  climax  near  a  star  which 
measures  24  feet  from  point  to  point. 
The  program  consists  of  narration 
and  song,  and  at  the  proper  time  each 
scene  in  the  field  is  lighted.  Finally  all 
scenes  are  lighted,  and  the  life  of 
Christ  is  depicted. 

A  new  script  is  written  each  year  by 
Lola  Autry  and  also  the  music  is 
changed,  but  the  story  of  course  does 
not  change.  Amplifiers  carry  the 
message  so  all  may  hear.  ' 


and  James  Kerr,  RA  director  of  Wawiington 
Association.  - 

The  RAs  of  Washington  Association  helped  with  services 
on  Sunday  by  leading  in  prayer,  reading  Scripture,  taking  up 
offering,  and  singing  in  RAs  all  boy  choir. 


Steeples  & 
Baptistries 


l>(tn  MnutMurfr  of 
flbiHliii  diowh  ptedMCS 

•  StMpict  •KnnktglAS* 

•  l«ptKtnt«  Window 

•  LightodWoil  ••aptiftry 


Acteen  Coronation,  First  Church,  Boyle:  Left  to  right  are 
queen  with  scepter,  Beth  Hood;  Sidney  Melton,  scepter-bearer; 
queen  regent  in  service,  Mechelle  Pinkston;  service  aide,  Ken- 
na  McClaflin;  queen,  Miranda  Medders;  Tiffany  Grimmett, 
crown-bearer;  queen,  Rhonda  Holland;  Rachel  Therrell,  crown- 
bearer.  Kenna  McClaflin  received  the  certificate  for  service  aide 
and  is  the  first  Acteen  in  Bolivar  Association  to  have  reached 
this  level  of  achievement. 


GA  recognition  service,  First  Church,  Bdyle:  Left  to  right 
are  row  1  —  Stephanie  Tindle,  Carla  Holland,  Lola  Crawford, 
Lori  Barnett,  Memorie  McCreary;  row  2  —  Cristy  Therrell,  Man- 
dy  Robinson,  Heather  Gant,  Rene  Hargrove;  row  3  —  Sylvia 
Hood,  leader,  Betty  Robinson,  leader;  Cary  Crawford,  Tam- 
mie  Collier,  leader;  Jeannie  McCreary,  leader. 


FREE  Southern  Baptist  assistance 
in  Mississippi  just  a  phone  cail  away 


Offering 

■  Tax-sheltered 
retirement  plans 

■  Term  life  insurance 

■  Comprehensive 
medical  insurance 

■  Disability  insurance 

■  Helpful  tax  information 

■  Annual  tax  guide 
for  ministers 

■  Federal  reporting 
requirements  for 
Southern  Baptist  churches 

■  40-minute  videotape  about  church  budgeting 
for  the  financial  support  of  ministers  and 
staff  members 


Members  of  Pioneer  Church,  Woodville,  with  perfect  Sun- 
day  School  attendance  for  the  past  year,  are  pictured  with 

number  of  years,  left  to  right,  Dave  Carter,  42  years;  Mrs.  I.  New  Zion  Church,  Leake  Association,  ordained  Dwight 
A.  Carter,  one  year;  Doris  Carter,  three  years;  Warren  Whitaker  McDill  and  Pete  Russell  as  deacons,  Nov,  5.  Ordination 

Jr,  one  year;  and  Lacy  Whitaker,  two  years.  O  B.  Beverly  is  message  was  brought  by  Mike  Harper,  pastor.  The  charge  to 

pastor.  the  church  and  to  the  deacon  was  brought  by  Marvin  Lucroy. 

“A  Storybook  Christmas"  will  be  handbells  of  First  Church,  Lyman.  It  The  musk  ministry  of  First  Church, 
presented  Dec.  17, 18,  and  19  at  7  p.m.  will  also  include  favorite  Christmas  Yazoo  City,  will  present  ‘THE  LIGHT 
each  evening  at  First  Church,  Lyman,  music  such  as  “Carol  of  the  Bells,”  OF  CHRISTMAS”  on  Dec.  17,  with 
This  is  a  musical  production  and  “Winter  Wonderland.”  Alan  two  performances,  at  4  p.m.  and  at  7 
centered  around  four  major  Stevens,  minister  of  music,  will  direct  p.m." 

Christmas  themes,  snow,  contem-  the  production.  Admission  is  free. 

porary,  home,  and  nativity,  fully  stag-  Pilgrim's  Rest  Church  of  Attala  This  program  will  feature  the  youth 
ed,  with  costume,  scenery,  props,  and  County  will  present  a  Christmas  pro-  choir,  sanctuary  choir,  handbells, 
hundreds  of  Christmas  lights.  gram,  ‘The  Christmas  Story,”  Dec.  17,  organ,  piano,  and  orchestra  under 

It  will  be  performed  by  the  church  at  7  p.m.  Refreshments  will  be  serv-  direction  of  Mrs.  Ruth  Henley,  music 
orchestra,  adult  choir,  youth  choir,  ed  after  the  program.  Walter  Hines  is  ministry  coordinator  at  the  church, 
children’s  choir,  preschool  choir,  and  pastor.  James  F.  Yates  is  pastor. 


Bill  Sellers 

Annuity  Representative 


To  learn  how  you  or  your  church  can  benefit, 
contact  Bill  Sellers  at  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board  today.  Call  (601)  968-3800, 
Or  write  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205. 


Missionary  news 


HNB  Home  Mission  Board  SBC 

$7,500,000  SERIES  E 

CHURCH  LOAN  COLLATERALIZED  BONDS 


Proceeds  from  the  sale  of  the  Bonds,  along  with  other  available  funds  of 
Home  Mission  Board,  will  be  used  to  make  direct  loans  to  B^tist  churches 
affiliated  with  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  for  the  financing  of  sites  and 
the  construction  of  buildings  in  keeping  with  the  Bold  Mission  Thrust  emphasis 
of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention. 

Interest  on  the  Bonds  will  be  payable  semi-annually.  The  Bonds  will  be  of¬ 
fered  with  maturity  dates  varying  from  twelve  months  to  fifteen  years  and  the 
interest  rate  will  vary  from  8.5%  to  11%  depending  upon  the  maturity  date 
as  set  forth  in  the  Prospectus.  Minimum  purchase  is  $500.00. 

Copies  of  the  Prospectus  may  be  obtained  by  calling  or  writing: 

HOME  MISSION  BOARD,  SBC 
ATTENTION:  CHURCH  LOANS  DIVISION 
1350  Spring  Street,  NW;  Atlanta,  QA  30367 
1-800-HMB-BOND  (462-2663) 

This  announcement  is  neither  an  offer  to  sell  nor  a  solicitation  of  offers  to  buy  any  of  these 
securities.  The  offering  is  made  only  by  Prospectus. 


Please  send  a  copy  of  the  prospectus  for  the  Series  E  Issue  of  Home  Mission 
Board  Church  Loan  Collateralized  Bonds. 


Name 


Address 


Paul’s  call  to  walk  in  the  Spirit 


By  R.  Raymond  Lloyd 
Galatians  2-6,  13-25 

Paul  now  turns  from  doctrine  to  duty  — 
duties  which  grow  out  of  a  right  relationship 
with  God  (5:1  is  the  triumphant  climax  of  his 
.  defense  of  the  truth  of  the 
gospel).  Now  he  calls  upon 
his  readers  to  avoid  a  lapse 
into  legalism  and  license 
(vss.  2-15),  and  to  pursue  a 
life  led  by  the  Spirit  (vss. 
16-25). 

Avoid  a  lapse  into 
legalism  5:2-6.  Paul  makes 
a  very  moving  appeal  to  his 
misguided  converts.  Phillips 
catches  the  impact  of  “I, 
Paul”  with  his  paraphrase; 
“Listen  to  me,  for  this  is  serious!”  T^e  Gala¬ 
tians  are  being  called  on  once  and  for  all  to 
choose  either  Christ  or  the  Mosaic  law.  The  “if 
you  be  circumcised”  is  present  tense,  indicating 
that  the  developments  are  still  at  a  stage  where 
tl^  may  be  arrested.  If  they  accept  circum¬ 
cision,  it  is  tantamount  to  a  full  surrender  to 
legalism.  It  is  in  essence  a  pledge  to  live  by  the 
law.  And  if  one  is  committed  to  the  law  method 
of  salvation,  he  cuts  himself  off  from  the  grace 
method  —  the  Christ  method,  for  there  is  no 
combining  the  gospel  of  grace  and  the  law  of 
Moses.  To  accept  one  is  to  reject  the  other. 


Lloyd 


BIBLE  BOOK 

Three  clear-cut  warnings  are  given  to  the 
Galatians.  If  they  accept  circumcision  as  a 
means  of  being  set  right  with  God  then:  (1)  they 
will  lose  the  benefits  of  CJhrist’s  work  (vs.  2). 
If  they  make  circumcision  the  condition  of 
salvation,  then  “Christ  will  help  them  not  at  all” 
(Robertson).  (2)  They  bind  themselves  to  keep 
the  whole  law  (vs.  3)  —  “to  sacrifice  freedom 
in  one  essential,  you  sacrifice  it  altogether” 
(Moffatt).  (3)  They  leave  Christianity  and  join 
Judaism  (vs.  4).  The  clearest  translation  here 
is  “ye  are  done  with  Christ!  ”  If  one  turns  to  the 
law,  one’s  relation  with  Christ  is  finished.  One 
should  be  careful  not  to  read  too  much  into 
“. . .  fallen  from  grace.”  It  simply  means4hat 
if  one  turns  to  the  law  as  the  means  of  salva¬ 
tion,  he  turns  away  from  grace. 

In  contrast  the  true  C!hristian  is  dependent 
on  faith  as  the  means  whereby  he  is  accepted 
of  God  (vss.  5-6).  Faith  is  the  sole  basis  of  our 
hope  If  a  person  is  in  union  with  Christ,  circum¬ 
cision  means  nothing  and  lack  of  it  means 
nothing.  “All  that  matters  is  faith  which  finds 
expression  in  love.” 

Avoid  a  lapse  into  license  (5:13-15).  Apparent¬ 
ly  some  Galatians  took  Paul’s  anti-legalistic  ap¬ 
proach  as  an  excuse  for  loose  behaviour.  Our 


freedom  in  Christ  is  to  be  obedient  to  the  law 
of  love  (Cf.  5:6;  also  Lev.  19:18;  Mark  12:31). 
Apparently  this  was  not  taking  place  among  the 
Galatians  as  he  implies  from  “bite  and  devour” 
(vs.  15  —  depicts  wild  animals  fighting).  If  this 
keeps  up,  th^  will  simply  destn^  one  another. 
Isn’t  that  what  we  see  happening  ail  about  us? 
When  will  we  learn? 

Piu^ue  a  life  led  by  the  Spirit  (5:16-26).  The 
best  way  to  resist  the  baser  temptations  of  life 
is  to  be  controlled  by  the  Spirit  ( “keep  on  walk¬ 
ing”).  It  will  not  be  ea^  because  of  the  con¬ 
stant  inner  struggle  going  on  in  every  person 
between  “flesh”  and  “spirit”  (Reads  Romans 
7:15-25  —  especially  Phillips).  Paul  lists  their 
respective  characteristics. 

A.  The  works  of  the  flesh.  Three  areas  of  life 
are  included  in  this  list  of  sins:  sex,  worship  and 
social  relationships.  Sexual  sins  (19b)  are  “for¬ 
nication”  (sex  outside  marriage);  ‘'*unclean- 
ness”  (moral  impurity)  and  “lasciviousness” 
(lack  of  restraint  in  sexual  behaviour).  Sins 
associated  with  worship  (20a)  are  “idolatry” 
(material  things  that  have  taken  the  place  of 
God)  and  “witchcraft”  (any  kind  of  magic). 
Social  sin  (20b-21)  are  “hatred”  (hostility  —  op¬ 
posite  of  love  for  all  men),  “variance”  (ctiscord, 
dissension),  “emulations”  (envy,  greed,  co¬ 
vetousness),  “wrath”  (“fits  of  rage’  —  NEB), 
“strife”  (selfish  interest  —  no  desire  to  serve). 


“seditions”  (standing  apart  —  no  community), 
“heresies”  (organized  division  into  groups), 
“envyings”  (a  grudging  spirit  of  iU-will  to 
another),  “drunkenness,  revellings”  (public 
carousal),  and  such  like  (not  an  exhaustive 
list).  Society  hasn’t  changed  much,  has  it? 

B.  The  fruits  of  the  Spirit.  Fruit  depicts 
growth  and  “the  normal  out-cn^ping  of  the  Ho¬ 
ly  Spirit  in  us  ”  (Robertson).  Nine  fruits  are 
produced;  “love”  (agape,  unconquerable 
benevolence,  Cf.  I  Cor.  13),  “joy”  (deep  satisfac¬ 
tion  rooted  in  (lOd’s  grace  —  from  same  word 
as  grace),  “peace”  (everything  that  makes  for 
man’s  best  good),  “longsuffering”  (long- 
tempered),  “gentleness,  goodness”  (sweet 
disiwsition,  yet  with  firmness),  “faith” 
(trustworthy),  “meekness”  (submissive  to  a 
higher  auth^tjf),  “temperance”  (self  control). 
R^d  Barclay  for  a  supierb  treatment  of  these 
words. 

Having  been  converted  (“crucified  the 
flesh”),  the  power  of  passions  and  desires  is 
broken  by  Christ.  If  therefore  one  derives  his 
life  from  Christ  ( “live  by  the  Spirit”),  then  one 
should  walk  the  straight  line  toward  the  goal 
of  Christ’s  control  of  his  life  (“walk  in  the 
Spirit”),  What  changes  need  to  be  made  in  your 
life  to  allow  the  Spirit  to  have  more  control? 

Lloyd  is  pastor.  First,  Starkville. 


To  drink  of  Living  Water  means  never  to  thirst  again 


By  Billy  R.  Williams 
John  4:7-15,  27-19,  39-42 
God  has  made  man  so  that  he  can  never  be 
satisfied  without  him.  The  focal  passage  for  this 
Sunday  sets  forth  the  truth  that  Jesus  Christ 
I  alone  can  satisfy  this  soul- 
I  thirst  for  God. 

First  notice  THE  OFFER 
OF  A  GIFT  as  Jesus  en¬ 
countered  the  Samaritan 
woman  at  the  well  (vs.  7-15). 
Samaria  lay  between  Judea 
and  Galilee.  Because  of 
their  hostility  to  the 
Samaritans,  Jews  when 
traveling  from  Judea  to 
Galilee  would  normally  take 
Williams  g  longer  route  on  the  east 
side  of  the  Jordan  River.  However,  Jesus  was 
motivated  by  a  different  compulsion  —  the 
compulsion  of  love  ( vs.  4).  He  therefore  led  his 
Jisciples  through  Samaria  as  they  traveled  to 
Galilee.  Weari^  from  travel,  Jesus  rested  at 
he  well  of  Jacob  near  a  town  named  Sychar 
(vs.  5,6).  He  was  alone  because  his  disciples  had 
gone  into  the  city  to  buy  food  (vs.  8). 

At  the  noon  hour  a  woman  came  to  the  well 
to  draw  water.  That  she  came  at  noon  and  alone 
implied  that  she  was  being  ostracized  by  the 
^ther  women.  Jesus’  humanity  and  humility 


UNIFORM 


was  demonstrated  as  he  requested  the 
Samaritan  woman  to  share  water  with  him  (vs. 
7).  Some  commentators  see  her  response  in 
verse  9  as  one  of  sarcasm.  It  is  more  probable 
that  her  response  was  one  of  surprise  that  a 
Jewish  man,  who  normally  feared  ceremonial 
defilement,  would  ask  water  from  a  Samaritan 
woman.  The  Jews  despised  the  Samaritans  as 
half-breeds,  and  the  feeling  on  the  part  of  the 
Samaritans  was  mutual. 

Jesus  used  this  opportunity  to  bear  witness 
to  the  woman  su^esting  that  had  she  known 
who  was  sitting  at  the  well  she  would  have  ask¬ 
ed  of  him  and  he  would  have  given  her  “living 
water”  (vs.  10).  This  expression  normally 
denoted  spring  water  or  running 'water  as 
distinct  from  water  collected  in  a  cistern. 
However,  Jesus  used  this  figure  to  speak  of  a 
greater  gift  of  God  than  the  purest  earthly 
spring  could  supply  —  eternal  life.  The  runn¬ 
ing  water  aptly  illustrates  the  fresh  and  never- 
ending  supply  of  God’s  grace  through  the  in¬ 
dwelling  Spirit.  Unfortunately  the  woman 
thought  that  by  “living  water”  Jesus  meant 
fresh  spring  water  like  that  in  Jacob's  well. 
Since  he  had  no  means  of  drawing  the  water, 
she  questioned  from  where  it  would  come  (vs. 


11).  Was  Jesus  suggesting  that  he  was  greater 
than  Jacob  who  dug  the  well  (vs.  12)?  I^rhaps 
there  is  a  deeper  significance  in  the  woman’s 
words.  She,  as  many  descendants  of  Jacob, 
were  content  with  spiritual  refreshment  in¬ 
ferior  to  that  bestowed  by  Christ.  Jesus’ 
response  implied  that  indeed  he  was  greater 
than  Jacob. 

To  drink  from  Jacob’s  well,  no  matter  how 
good  the  water,  was  to  thirst  again  (vs.  13). 
However,  to  drink  from  the  water  which  Jesus 
had  to  offer  is  to  find  an  endless  supply  of  liv¬ 
ing  water  (vs.  14).  Jesus  was  offering  something 
not  only  superior  to  the  water  of  Jacob’s  well, 
but  to  the  le^l  religion  of  Jews  and  Samaritans 
alike.  Like  most  people,  the  woman’s  thoughts 
were  preoccupied  with  the  satisfaction  of  her 
physical  needs.  She  thought  how  wonderful  it 
would  be  to  have  a  supply  of  this  miraculous 
water,  ending  the  need  for  daily  trips  Urthe  well. 
Therefore,  she  requested  that  Jesus  give  her  of 
this  water  (vs.  15). 

It  is  at  this  point  that  Jesus  confronted  the 
woman  with  her  sinful  condition  and  the 
demands  of  true  religion  (vs.  16-24).  He  also 
made  himself  known  to  her  as  the  Messiah  (vs. 
25-26). 

The  second  thing  to  note  is  THE  WITNESS 
TO  AN  ENCOUNTER  (vs.  27-29).  Upon  return¬ 
ing,  the  disciples  were  astonished  to  find  their 


teacher  talking  to  a  Samaritan  woman. 
However,  out  of  respect  for  Jesus,  the  disciples 
did  not  voice  their  questions  (vs.  27).  The 
woman  was  so  excited  about  her  encounter  with 
Jesus  that  as  she  hurried  back  to  the  city  to 
share  her  experience  she  forgot  her  waterpot 
(vs.  28).  If  only  Christians  today  would  become 
excited  about  their  encounter  with  Christ  and 
forget  some  of  their  “waterpots.”  She  may  have 
avoided  the  company  of  her  fellow  citizens 
previously,  but  no  longer,  for  now  she  was  a 
changed  woman.  She  shared  that  Jesus  had 
revealed  the  most  intimate  details  about  her  life 
and  for  that  reason  he  must  be  the  Messiah  (Vs. 
29).  Impressed  by  her  story,  the  people  decid¬ 
ed  to  see  for  themselves  (vs.  30). 

The  focal  passages  conelude  with  THE  AC¬ 
CEPTANCE  OF  THE  SAVIOR  (vs.  39-42).  The 
Samaritan  woman  was  an  unlikely  witness,  but 
through  her  testimony  many  of  the  Samaritans 
trusted  in  Jesus  (vs.  39).  The  “living  water” 
that  flowed  now  in  her  life  flowed  out  into  the 
lives  of  others.  Her  witness  was  essential  to  help 
them  hear  about  Jesus,  however,  it  was 
necessary  that  th^  know  him  for  themselves. 
'Therefore,  they  invited  Jesus  to  spend  time  with 
them  (vs.  40).  In  the  two  days  he  spent  with 
them,  they  came  to  personal  faith  in  Christ  as 
Savior  (vs.  42). 

Williams  is  pastor.  First,  Gautier. 


Bridge  the  cultural  gaps  and  speak  of  Jesus 


By  Randall  L.  Von  Kanel 
Acts  17:22-31 

We  live  in  a  world  of  many  people  groups  who 
represent  many  creeds  and  cultures. 

Penetrating  the  spiritual  darkness  of  the  na- 
tions  with  the  Good  News  of 
Jesus  Christ  will  necessitate 
bridging  cultural  'dif- 

ferences.  The  central  truth 
of  our  lesson  is  that  “we  are 
■  to  communicate  the  gospel 
^  B  in  ways  that  indicate 

awareness  at  the  culture  and 
interests  of  our  hearers.” 

Donald  A.  McGavran 

wrote  of  “the  Lordship  of 
.r  v  I  Christ  in  a  pluralistic  socie- 
Von  Kanel  jy ..  wjthout  destroying  “the 
rich  cultural  diversity”  of  our  world,  he  prmxis- 
ed  that  the  mission  enterprise  could  be  elec¬ 
tive  in  crossing  cultural  barriers  with  the 
gospel.  Paul,  in  our  scripture  text  (Acts 
17:22-31),  understood  the  culture  of  the  Athe¬ 
nians  and  used  their  religious  perception  as  a 
launching  point  for  a  C!hristian  witness. 

A.  Paul's  method 

Paul  was  very  much  aware  of  the  Greek 
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culture  in  which  he  worked  as  a  missionary. 
The  Hellenized  world  encompassed  all  of  the 
Mediterranean  basin  in  which  the  early  church 
operated  in  the  first  century  of  witness.  Athens 
was  the  center  of  Greek  culture  and  the  host 
city  of  a  multitude  of  old  and  new  plulosophies. 
The  Stoics  and  Epicureans  were  active  there  in 
espousing  their  contrasting  viewpoints  on  the 
essence  of  life  (Acts  17:18-21). 

Paul,  picking  up  on  the  “crossfire”  of  ideas 
in  this  cosmopolitan  city,  introduced  the  Lord 
of  life  to  the  thinkers  of  that  day.  His  method 
was  three-fold.  First,  he  visited  the 
“Areopagus,”  the  assembly  on  Mars  Hill  that 
was  given  to  hearing  “some  new  thing.” 
Understanding  their  cultural  taste  for 
philosophical  discussion,  Paul  stood  in  the  place 
of  greatest  opportunity  to  present  the  truth  of 
Jesus  CJhrist  (w.  21-22).  S^ond,  he  spoke  out 
of  his  understanding  of  their  religious  culture 
and  addressed  their  penchant  for  worshipping 
the  gods.  Finally,  he  took  advantage  of  ^ir 
religous  lean  and  promised  to  answer  a  ques¬ 
tion  for  which  they  had  no  answer  —  namely. 


the  question  of  the  “unknown  God”  (v.  23).  Paul 
has  given  us  insight  in  mission  methodology. 
If  we  are  to  share  the  story  of  salvation  with 
those  of  other  cultures,  we  must  understand 
those  cultures  and  find  ways  to  bridge  into  the 
gospel  presentation. 

B.  Paul's  message 

Having  gained  an  audience,  Paul  then 
preached  to  them  of  the  one  true  and  living  (iod 
(w.  24-31).  Again,  Paul  related  to  the  culture 
and  customs  of  those  to  whom  he  ministered. 
In  verses  24-25,  Paul  began  his  sermon  with 
reference  to  a  living  God  as  opposed  to  the  idols 
of  Mars  Hill.  God  is  not  limited  to  “temples 
made  with  hands.”  Paul  declared  him  to  be  the 
living  Lord  who  “giveth  to  all  life,  and  breath, 
and  all  things”  (v.  25).  Using  the  Greek’s 
religious  system  of  temples  and  idols,  Paul  con¬ 
trasted  th^  dead  gods  vrith  the  true  God  who 
is  “lord  of  heaven  and  earth”  (v.  24). 

His  message  continued  with  a  direct  rebut¬ 
tal  of  the  prevailing  Stoic  and  Epicurean  ideas. 
Paul  presented  God  as  the  One  who  is  intricate¬ 
ly  and  intimately  involved  in  our  world  in  con¬ 
trast  to  the  Epicureans  who  saw  God  as  a 
detached  deity  without  concern  for  life  on  earth 
(w.  26-27).  Paul  argued  that  God  is  person,  in 
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contrast  to  the  pantheism  of  the  Stoics,  teaching 
that  they  might  “feel  after  him,  and  find  him, 
though  he  be  not  far  from  every  one  of  us”  (v. 
27b). 

Having  beautifully  used  the  cultural  bridge 
to  open  a  window  of  receptivity,  Paul  charged 
through  with  the  major  point  of  his  sermon.  In 
verses  30-31,  Paul  preached  Jesus  as  the  man 
who  was  ordained  by  God  to  “judge  the  world 
in  righteousness.”  Stating  that  God  had  looked  ' 
past  their  existing  lack  of  knowledge  (v.  30), 
Paul  introduced  them  to  the  knowledge  of  God’s 
plan  of  salvation.  With  the  knowledge  now  of 
God’s  person  and  plan,  Paul  called  for  the 
Greeks  to  repent.  The  Greek  “metanoia”  literal¬ 
ly  means  “a  change  of  mind.”  Paul  challenged 
these  thinkers  to  accept  the  truth  of  Jesus 
duist. 

'There  is  so  much  we  can  and  should  accept  ' 
in  the  cultures  of  our  world.  Our  diversities 
form  a  beautiful  mosaic  reflecting  the  creative 
power,  love,  and  wisdom  of  God.  When  culture 
runs  Contrary  to  the  gospel,  we  should  work  for 
change  but  when  culture  presents  us  with  an 
opportunity  to  witness,  we  should  “bridge  the' 
gap”  and  speak  of  Jesus. 

Von  Kanel  is  pastor.  First.  Hattiesburg. 


•f 


THE  VILLAGE  VIEW 

Vke 

AfttUt  Gkililretis 

Paul  N.  Nunnery,  Executive  Director  AC^^DjTCD 
P.  O.  Box  27. 

Clinton,  MS  39060-0027  ^  ^ 


P.  O.  Box  27, 
Clinton,  MS  39060-0027 
(601)  922-2242 


Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory 

A  portion  of  the  Village  View  is  allocated  each  month  to  a  list  of  Gifts  of 
Honor  and  Memory.  Many  groups  and  individuals  elect  to  pay  tribute  to  others 
through  this  sensitive,  meaningful  and  helpful  medium.  This  feature  is  hope¬ 
fully  designed  to  further  honor,  with  taste  and  respect,  those  who  are  and  have 
been  special  to  our  special  friends. 


Oct.  1,  1989  - 
Oct.  31,  1989 

MEMORIALS 

Miss  Gaye  Chancellor 
Mrs.  S.  B.  Gamer 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  E.  N.  Lane 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Earl  McGuffee 
Mrs.  Beatrice  Robinson 
Mrs.  Josephine  Price 
Flelcher  Clayton 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Wade  C.  Donnell 
Mrs.  Julia  Gregory  Cole 
Mr.  t  Mrs.  8bm  Rice 
Mr.  Carl  L.  Colson,  Sr. 

Mrs.  Elene  W.  Wellons 
Si  Corley 

Mr.  It  Mrs.  L.  C.  White 
Mrs.  Lee  Cossar 
Mr.  t  Mrs.  Ibin  Rice 
Mr.  Woodrow  Counce 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Hansel  Scruggs 
Ttommy  Courtney 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Sam  Dribben 
Mrs.  Eileen  Crain 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Ihd  L.  Harris 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Henry  L.  Sanford 
Mrs.  Linda  Crane 
Dr.  Mattie  Mae  Brown 
Dr.  Michael  Crecink 
Mrs.  Percy  Peeler 
Mrs.  Gladys  Curtis 
Ms.  Irene  Burchfield 
Mrs.  June  T.  Brooks 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  G.  Wayne  Smith 
Mrs.  Petrona  Daigle 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Sam  Dribben 
Daughter  of  Mrs.  W.  A. 

Sullivan 

Mrs.  J.  R.  Ihylor 
Mr.  Cleveland  Davis 
Mrs.  Jackie  Moorhead 
Mrs.  Ethel  Mullins 
Ross  Davis 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Billy  Carter 
Mrs.  Geneva  Dickie 
Mr.  ft  Mrs  Bill  Knight 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Nicky  Knight 
Mrs.  Pearl  Doler 
Mrs.  Norene  West 
Mr.  John  H.  Dunlap 
Children  of  Levi  Cox  ft  Ivy 
Mooneyhan 
Mr.  L.  T.  Dunlap 
Mr.  ft  Mrs  Stephen  W 
Fitzgerald 
Mr.  Willie  Dunlap 
Mrs.  Ardis  L.  Daves  ' 
Mrs.  R.  C.  Fitzgerald 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Stephen  W. 
Fitzgerald 
April  Lea  Dyess 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Johnnie  Lee  ft 
Jonita 

Raymond  ft  Kathy  Suber  ft 
Girls 

Davy  ft  Janice  ft  Children 
Mather  of  Cheryl  Edwards 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Wade  C.  Donnell 
Mr.  John  Alton  "Sheet'* 
Edwards 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Alvin  Lingenfelter 
Mrs.  Nellie  Daaieb  Edwards 
'  Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Dick  Catledge 
Mrs.  Jerry  Schilling 
Mrs.  Winnie  Edwards 
Mrs.  EMith  Aldridge 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  B.  M.  Lammons 
Mrs.  JuUa  EMe 
Senior  Ladies  Class,  Elon  BC 
Mrs.  Susie  Mae  EUfaigtaa 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Howard 
Grantham 
PhSSy  Shucfcrow 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  R.  M.  Grantham 


Russell  Embry 
Mrs.  Lewis  Cummins 
Marie  Enriquez 
Yale  Street  Baptist  Church 
Mrs.  Ocie  Estes 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  James  R.  Carter 
WMU  Sharkey-Issaquena 
Baptist  Association 
Mrs.  Margaret  Evans 
Mr.  William  P.  Evans 

Mrs.  Jack  (Hilda  Butler) 
Ewing 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  W.  B.  Badon 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  E.  Fortson  Boyd 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Charles  Coltrin 
Mrs.  Lee  D.  Hall 
Dr.  ft  Mrs.  John  McFadden 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Kenneth  Gordon 
Rev.  Aubrey  B.  Smith 
Minnie  Lee  Smith 
Mrs.  Lrena  B.  Newman 
Mrs.  Elsie  Jackson 
Liberty  Baptist  Church 

Mr.  D.  E.  Faust 
Actioneers,  FBC  Hazlehurst 
Mrs.  Beverly  Ferrell 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  T.  L.  Curry 
Mrs.  Jimmie  Lee  Finch 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Dwight  Harmon 
Mrs.  Charles  Fisackerly 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  G.  E.  TUrner 
Mr.  George  Flowers 
Mrs.  Charles  Costigan 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Thomas  Garrett 
Mrs.  Jeanette  Floyd 
Mr  ft  Mrs  W.  A.  Mann 
Mrs.  Nettie  Forman 
Mr  ft  Mrs  W.  B.  Badon 
Mrs.  Willie  Frederick 
Dr.  ft  Mrs.  James  W.  Lewis 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Dewayne  Stenens 

Mr.  Mack  V.  Furlow,  Sr. 
Feliowship/Volunteer  Sunday 
School,  FBC  Hazlehurst 
First  Baptist  Church, 
Hazlehurst 
Mrs.  W.  A.  McDonald 
Mrs.  Daphne  G.  Boyd 
Ms.  Hazle  Cagle 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Charles  Guynes 
Ms.  Fran^  Viurett 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Marshall  Ballow 
Mrs.  W.  J.  Selman 
Ms.  Ruby  A.  Sherman 
Mrs.  Annie  Fynewever 
Mr.  G.  M.  Moore 
Mrs.  Edith  H.  Garbrandt 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Franklin  D.  Day 
Mr.  Ezra  Gamer 
Oak  Grove  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jack  D.  Berry 
Ms.  Kathy  S.  Oldmixon 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  James  R.  Rogers 
Sr. 

Ms.  Erlene  T.  Sutton 

Mr.  Carroll  Ward  Gates 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Itom  Rice 
Elizabeth  Gentry 
Ms.  Eleanor  G.  Mims-Brown 
Mr.  Kenneth  Gill 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Ibrry  Champion 
ft  Family 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Ibin  Rice 
Mr.  J.  K.  Godfrey 
Mrs.  Lorena  B.  Peeler 
McAdams  Baptist  Chur^ 

Ms.  Joyce  Cox  f 

Mrs.  L.  L.  Gowan 
Mrs.  Karen  Alexander  Gordon 
Mrs.  J.  B.  Lewis 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  John  AUes 
Mrs.  David  Oakes,  Sr. 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Bill  A.  Pettit 
Mrs.  Gore 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Dan  W. 
Southerland  Jr. 


Herman  Granger,  Sr. 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Raney  White 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Vance  E. 

Windom,  Sr. 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Vance  E. 

Windom,  Jr. 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  W.  R.  Gregory 
Mrs.  Frank  Shawblosky 
Mrs.  Ada  Duckworth  Griffith 
Mrs.  Bennie  S.  Givens 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Wade  C.Donnell 
Mrs.  Virginia  Griffith 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Truett  Griffith 
Mr.  Preston  Haden 
Mrs.  Rachel  C.  Browning 
Mr.  O.  D.  Hamblin 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  S.  K.  Land 
John  Hammett 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Garth  Ingram 
Frank  H.  Hammond.  Jr. 

Mrs.  E.  A.  Hammond 
Ruth  Sunday  School,  FBC 
Marks 

Ms.  Dorothy  Carlisle 
Mrs.  Alvah  Hancock 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Albert  D.  East 
Mr.  Hugh  Haralson.  Jr. 

Forest  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  Archie  Hardin 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  James  R.  Carter 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  David  Furr 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  James  T. 

Hollingsworth 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Garth  Ingram 
Mrs.  Mamie  Hawkins 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  C.  D.  Pollan 
Mrs.  Shirley  Hayes 
Mr.  ft  Mrs  C.  H.  Melton 
Mr.  William  Coyette  Hendon 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Glen  King 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Charles  Ingram 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Joe  Litton  ft 
Family 

Roy  D.  Hendricks.  Jr. 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Roy  D.  Hendricks 
Mrs.  Helen  Herridge 
Mrs  Dorothy  W  Shaw 
Richard  R.  Holiman 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Ray  Cothran 
Buddy  Holland 
Mrs.  Ella  Blake  May 
Mr.  H.  H.  Holland 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Walter  McCool  Jr. 
Dr.  F.  Kyle  Horton 
Mrs.  W.  A.  Hughes 
Mr  ft  Mrs  Wade  C.  Donnell 
Mrs.  Lem  Pittman 
Mrs.  Mary  House 
Ms.  Aim  Beck  Collier 
Mrs.  Lorene  R.  Everett 
Mr.  Reese  Howard 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  James  T. 
Hollingsworth 
Rev.  Joe  W.  Hudson 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Garth  Ingram 
Jimmy  Huffman 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Hansel  Scruggs 
Mama  Hnrtt 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  James  C.  Jackson 
Mrs.  Mattie  V.  Hnrtt 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Roland  P.  Gough 
Mr.  Grady  Hutto 
Miss  Charline  Killebrew 
Mrs.  Susan  Ikerd 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  W.  J.  Simmons 
Ethelyn  Frances  Ingram 
Vaiden  Baptist  Church 
Calheriae  Irving 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Alton  Ibylor 
Mrs.  Virgie  Massey  Ivy 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Dewayne  Stenens 
Mrs.  Virgil  James 
Mrs.  Ruby  A.  Sherman 
Kathy  Jarrett 

Joe  ft  Dan  Cooper  Trucking 
Mrs.  Julia  B.  Lockhart 

JenuiBp  -• 

Mrs.  Ira  D.  Fbwier 


Mrs.  Flora  Jahnsou 
Ms.  Gladys  Cruise 
Mr.  Jimmy  Johnston 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  W.  A.  Mann 
Mrs.  Genieve  Jones 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Charles  L.  Smitfi 
Mrs.  KeUy 
Mrs.  Dee  Stribling 
Mrs.  Jeanie  Rose  KHly 
Mrs.  G.  R  Chapman 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  W.  C.  GUlis 
Mrs.  Velma  Hamilton 
Ethel  Kilby 

Mr.  Charles  W.  Holmes 
Lionel  Lamon 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Charles  L.  Smith 
Mrs.  Barbcy  Lantrip 
Graeber  Brothers,  Inc. 

Mrs.  Estelle  Lea 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Roy  L.  Webb 
Mrs.  Peggy  Sullivan  Lee 
Mrs.  Ruby  T.  Sullivan 
Rev.  ft  Mrs.  Overl  Oglesbee 
Mr.  Charles  L.  Lewte 
Mrs.  Catherine  P.  Doty 
Mr.  Joe  Litton 
Mrs.  Florence  Gainspolletti 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  G.  E.  ’Dimer 
Eason  Loden 

Lydia  Sunday  School,  FBC 
Amory 

Father  of  Connie  Loffredo 
Mr.  WiUiam  H.  Myrick 
Mrs.  Mildred  LoU 
Dr.  Elise  M.Curtis 
Mr.  E.  J.  Lucky 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Lawrence 
Kenneth  III 
Effie  Mae  Martin 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Hansel  Scruggs 
Mrs.  Marie  Martin 
The  Ibmmy  Hancock  Family 
Mrs.  Delana  Massey 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Elwood  Crain 
Mrs.  Louise  Porter  Massey 
Mr.  E.  W.  Permenter 
Mrs.  Mildred  Louise  Massey 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Wallace  Gray  Jr. 
Mrs.  Emma  Richardson 
McAlpin 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  C.  J.  Kees  Jr 
Hammond  McCain 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Robert  Eklward 
Lee 

Mrs.  Vivian  McCorkle 
Ms.  Ann  Beck  Collier 
Mr.  Oliver  Stafford 
Mrs.  Ihelma  McCraine 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  B.  A.  Anders 
Mr.  Realus  McDaniel 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Dan  W. 
Southerland  Jr 
Gayle  Pearce  McDill 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  C.  W.  Makamson 
Mr.  W.  A.  McDonald 
Men’s  Bible  Class.  FBC 
Hazlehurst 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jerril  Newell 
Mrs.  Aura  McDonald 
TEL.  FBC  Vicksburg 
Mrs.  E.  G.  McDonald 
Dr.  ft  Mrs.  Jimmy  F.  Vessell 
Mr.  James  McLellian 
Mr  ft  Mrs  S.  K.  Land 
Mr.  Odia  McMurry 
Mrs.  Eugenia  Martin 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Robert  L.  Yeager 
Jr. 

Mr.  Fred  D.  Evans  Jr. 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Joe  Litton  ft 
Family 

Mrs.  Nell  Meador 
Mr  ft  Mrs  J.  M  Greer 
Mr  ft  Mrs  J.  Hall 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  W.  T.  Scarborough 
Mr  ft  Mrs  C.  B.  Scarborough 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  D.  P.  Scarborough 
Mrs  E.  L  Ware 
Mrs.  Stance  Merchant 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  James  C.  Evans 
J.  J.  Meyers 
Mrs.  Essie  F.  Meyers 
Mr.  Maurice  Michaels 
EMwards  Baptist  Church 
Mrs.  Lncille  M.  Millsaps 
Mr.  Fred  D.  Evans  Jr. 

Mrs.  Eugenia  Martin 
Mrs.  Wardy  Miskelly 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Hansel  Scruggs 
Wardie  Miskelly 
American  Home  Health  Care 
Mrs.  Hazel  Mixon 
The  Frank  R.  Fortenberry 
Family 

Mrs.  Malcolm  Montgomery,  Sr. 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Ronald  Selden 
Mr.  James  Montgomery 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  S.  K.  Land 
Mrs.  Myrtle  Montgomery 
Mrs.  MathUde  Harrigill 
Mrs.  Ada  Mac  Maaney 
Mrs.  Abbie  Thomas 
James  Wesson  (Dick)  Maser 
Mrs.  Loyd  Wolfe 


Michael  Moore 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Ron  Bennett 
Mr.  Arthur  A.  Moore 
Mrs.  W.  0.  Thomas  Sr. 

Mrs.  (Tifford  C.  Aultman 
Martha  B.  Aultman 
Mr.  John  Leo  Moore 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Fletcher  L. 
Callaway 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  H.  L.  DuBose 
Mrs.  Olive  Moore 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  John  H.  Nowlin 
Sr. 

Mr.  Paul  Morgan 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Henry  A. 
McCkirmick 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Guy  Branscome 
Mr  ft  Mrs  Walter  McCool  Jr. 
Mr  ft.  Mrs.  W.  G.  Branscome 
Jr. 

Will  ft  J(din  Branscome 
Mrs.  Nell  Ross  Morris 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  R.  B.  Ross 
Rev.  M.  D.  Morton 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Ralph  Carroll 
.Mrs.  Ruth  Sammons  Murphey 
Mrs.  Frances  Hamner 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Richard  M.  Allen 
Mrs.  Flora  Wilkerson 
Mrs.  Helen  Martha  Nelson 
Mrs.  R.  L.  Gully 
Mrs.  Dorothy  W.  Shaw 
Mrs.  Kay  Harper  Newcomb 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Walter  B.  Moore 
Mr.  ft  Mrs  T.  I.  Johnson 
Mr.  Kay  Newsom 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Thomas  E 
Stanford 

Nina  Bologna  Newton 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  L  C  White 
George  A.  Noel 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  C.  W.  Makamson 
Mr.  James  (Jimmy)  Oden 
Mrs.  Clyde  Hamilton 
Mrs.  James  I.  Morris 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  H  M  Holt 
Fidelis  Sunday  School.  FBC 
Oystal  Springs 
Mrs.  Louise  Oglesby 
Senior  Adult  Sunday  School, 
Siloam  BC,  Meadville 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  Phil  Anderson 
Bonoth  SS,  FBC  Hazlehurst 
Mrs.  Lorena  Dean 
Mr.  Winford  Oliver 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  R.  1.  Lee 
Mrs.  Hazel  M.  Oliver 
Mrs.  Wayne  Bush 
Mrs.  Lucille  Orford 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  W.  J  Thompson 
Jr. 

.Mr  E.  H.  Orr 
Mrs.  Ardis  L.  Daves 
Mr.  Hutsen  Orr  ^ 

Mrs.  J.  L.  Cutts 
Mr  ft  Mrs  Willis  H  Morgan 
Mr.  John  Kelly  Orso,  Jr. 

Mrs.  C.  D.  McCurley  Sr. 

Mrs.  Sarah  Mayson  Out, 

Mr  ft  Mrs.  Ray  W.  Penn 
Rev.  Barney  E.J*adgett 
Men's  Sunday  School. 

Roseland  Park  BC 
Mrs  Katie  M  Hays 
Hamilton  ft  Ruby  Morrison 
Dt\  ft  Mrs.  Eugene  I.  Farr 
Josephine  Paine 
Mr  ft  Mrs  Winfred  Callender 
Clayton  Parker 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  Floyd  Malone 
Polly  Patrick 
Mrs.  Modesta  Roberts 
Mrs.  Laurette  Patterson 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  (Suns  Beggerly 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Mike  Brinson  ft 
Family 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Frank  Brinson 
Valera  Tapp  Pegram 
Wendel)  Cothem  ft  Family 
Yzelle  Cothem 
Glenda  Thurman  ft  Family 
Mrs.  Erma  Perry 
Mrs.  Florence  Gainspoletti 
Mrs.  Dorothy  Pierce 
Mrs.  Dorothy  W.  Shaw 
Mrs.  Myrtis  T.  Pittman 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Roy  Clibum 
Mr  ft  Mrs  Ralph  Carroll 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  Prentiss  G.  Cox 
Rebecca  Pitts 
Mr  Kirk  Hill 
Mr.  James  C.  Poole 
Mr.  Donald  A.  Thompson 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  Albert  Case 
Mr.  Jimmy  Porter 
Miss  Charline  Killebrew 
Homer  T.  Prestrldge 
Mrs.  Maude  Elsie  Robinson 
Mr.  Ralph  “Billy"  ProffiU 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Malcolm  W 
Heard 

Mrs.  Hazel  Rawls 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Henry  L.  Sanford 
Mrs.  Rachel  C.  Wells 


Mrs.  Clacede  Reaves 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Robert  L.  Yeager 
Jr. 

Mrs.  Helen  S.  Reeves 
Mrs.  Eugenia  Martin 
Mrs.  Luther  D.  Moore  Jr. 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.'james  E.  Reid 
Ms.  Margie  Ruth  Lynch 
Mrs.  PaUy  P.  Rice 
Mrs.  Rachel  C.  Browning 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Prentiss  G.  Cox 
Mrs.  Merle  S.  Furlow 
Mr.  Jerry  Rodgers 
MsjCdnnie  Jackson 
Effie  Myrtle  Rogers 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  L.  C.  White 
Mr.  J.  R.  Rogers 
Liberty  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  George  Mease  Rosamond 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  B.  M.  Lammons 
Mrs.  Marie  Vann  Rose 
Mrs.  Evelyn  Terrell 
Pearl  Roy 

Stanton  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  O.  C.  Russell 
Mrs.  Clifford  C.  Aultman 
Martha  B  Aultman 
.Mr  ft  Mrs.  Max  D.  Ball 
.Mr.  Leo  Salter 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  William  H.  Cole 
Mrs.  Nettie  Salter 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  John  T.  Nester 
Mr.  Hubbard  Turner  (Hubby) 
Saunders,  III 
Mrs.  C.  B.  Goodwin 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  Garth  Ingram 
Mrs.  James  A.  Harvey 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  James  T. 
Hollingsworth 
Donald  Schilling 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  James  T. 
Hollingsworth 
A.  G.  Scale 

Galilee  Baptist  Church 
Mrs.  Virgil  Sellers 
Mr.  ft  Mrs  Dan  Pickering 
John  R.  .Shipley 
Mr  ft  Mrs  L.  C.  White 
Joshua  Shorter 
.Mrs.  Bryan  D.  Stringer 
Anne  Sims  ft  Ed  Sims 
Ms.  Alice  McCrory 
.Mr.  Alliston  Slade 
Mr  ft  Mrs  C  M  Mitchell 
Vera  Smith 

Mr  ft  Mrs.  Robert  J.  Pace 
Mrs.  .Arab  Speck 
Rev.  ft  Mrs.  Enoch  J.  Purvis 
Mrs.  Mildred  Roberts 
Mrs.  Laquita  Speer  ft  Joshua 
Speer 

Miss  Mary  (Mbold 
Mrs.  Laquita  Jolly 

Speer/Josliua  Speer 
Mrs.  D.  F  Fondren  Jr 
Mrs.  Virgie  Speights 
The  Sutton  Family 
.Mr.  Robert  Stancill 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  James  T.  Hobby 
Miss  Cleo  Beatty 
Mrs  Flora  Wilkerson 
Mrs.  Nell  Dodds  Standiler 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Frank  K  Odom 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  Raymond  L 
Craig 

Miss  Loraine  Norman 
Mr.  Rickey  Stephens 
Mrs.  Bertha  Matthews 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  Jacky  Stubbs 
Hart  Strain 

The  Kitchen  Band.  Itta  Bena 
Hoaie  Strain 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  C.  H.  Murphy.  Jr. 
Mr.  H.  C.  .Strain 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Thomas  Garrett 
Mrs.  Jewel  Stringer 
Mrs.  W  O.  Thomas  Sr 
Mr.  Carey  Sullivan 
Mr  Ki^  Hill 
Mr.  Otho  Sullivan 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  Mickey  Fleming 
Mrs.  Merle  S.  Furlow 
Mr  ft  Mrs  H.  M  Holt 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  M.  L.  Ihrrebonne 
Jess  Swackhamer 
Mrs.  T.  A  Wiltshire 


Mrs.  Doris  Switzer 
Mrs.  Homer  Best  Sr. 

Mr.  James  A.  Tanner 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Randy  Johnson 
Mr.  J.  L.  Ibtum.  Sr. 

Mrs.  Grace  L.  Thtum 
Ben)i  Thomas 
Stanton  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  Hubert  Thomas 
Idr.  ft  Mrs.  Rodney  Bevill 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Ralph  May 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Bobby  May 
Angelo  Thompson 
Mrs.  Ira  D.  Fowler 
Mr.  Robert  L.  Thompson 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Fred  L.  Gaddis 
Ryan  Ibussaint 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  T.  L.  Curry 
Mr.  E.  C.  TVaylor 
Mrs.  Bertha  Matthews 
Joseph  J.  Trim 
Mrs.  Joseph  TTim 
.Mr.  James  N.  TUriier 
Graeber  Brothers  Inc. 

Mr.  Horace  Twiford 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Tbm  Rice 
Mr.  Alfred  Versen 
Mrs.  Mary  B.  Ford 
Hugh  Pate  Vickery 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Roy  Mitchell 
Mr.  Hugh  Vickery 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Curtis  Buchanan 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  James  R.  Carter 
Mr.  Frank  Talmadge  Waggoner 
Mr.  ft  Mrs  Ide  B.  Dickens  Jr. 
Mrs.  Doris  Johnston 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Darrell  Dickens 
Mr.  Wade  Waldrop 
Mrs.  Ardis  L.  Daves 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Gilmore  Walker 
Mrs.  Juanita  Coleman 
Edward  “Fred"  Wallace 
Mr.  ftftdrs  L.  C.  White 
Mrs.  Wallace 
Mrs.  W.  H.  Frederick 
.Mrs.  Frances  Watley 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Thomas  E 
Stanford 
Mr.  L.  T.  Wells 
Mr  ft  Mrs  W  H.  Rutland 
Mr.  Laurance  Westmoreland 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  Wade  C.  Donnell 
Mrs.  Sallie  Wheeler 
Yale  Street  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  Pete  White 
Fellowship  Baptist  Church 
Marvin  Henry  "Buster" 
Whittington 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Kenny  Greer  ft 
Thomas 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Oiell  Greer 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Lamon  Johnson 
Debbie  ft  Carling  Simmons 
Mr.  A.  H.  Cooper  Jr. 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Mickey  Fleming 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  M  L.  Ibirebonne 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Randy  Mouldin. 

Heather  ft  Lavon 
Gleaners  Sunday  School. 

FBC  Crystal  Springs 
Mr.  R.  I..  Wilkinson 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  William  A 
Crecink 

Johnny  W.  Williams 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  (Tiarles  R 
Farmer 

.Mr.  Bilbo  Williams 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Dewayne  Stenens 
Mrs.  Pearl  Mar  Williams 
Branch  Baptist  Church 
Tbdd  W  ilson 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Frank  P 
Thompson 
Mitchell  Woods 
Mr  ft  Mrs  C  H  Murphy.  Jr. 
Edna  Woodson 
Ms.  Brenda  J  Spurgeon 
Mrs.  Bess  Wren 
Liberty  Baptist  CTiurch 
Mr  ft  Mrs  W  B  Badon 
Mr.  Doris  Wright 
Mr  Ronald  Rodgers 
Mrs.  Ruth  Yarbrough 
Dr  ft  Mrs.  James  W.  Lewis 
Pauline  Young 

Mr  ft  Mrs.  Jack  L  Marshall 


There’s  a  lion  standing  before  me 
With  shaggy  mane, 

Mouth  opened  wid^  stuping  fierce  teeth! 
Don’t  run  —  he’s  made  pf  wood. 


ril  k^ep  on  climbing 

Fear,  loneliness,  sorrow  and  despair, 
emotions  my  hrart  finds  troublesome  to  bear 
Weighted  and  burdened,  I  feel  the  pain. 

Somehow,  Lord,  make  it  better  again. 

Weak  and  weary,  I  cannot  carry  the  load, 
the  mountains  are  too  high  and  rocky’s  tte  road. 
Strengthen  me.  Lord,  oh  how  I  need  you  today, 

^  lb  help  carry  my  cross  and  show  me  your  way. 

The  road’s  still  rocky,  and  the  mountains  are  still  high 
but  now  that  you’re  beside  me,  my  limits’s  the  sky. 

Ill  keep  on  climbing  until  I  touch  that  star 
Oh  Lord,  thank  you  —  how  great  you  are! 

—Debra  Glenn 
Poplarville 


He’s  beautifully  hand-carved 
Revealing  delicate  features 
And  lovely  grains  in  wood. 
By  an  expert  craftsman. 


Given  at  Christmastime 
By  a  missionary  family 
Home  on  furloi^ 

From  Kenya,  Africa. 


I  remember  sending  a  picture  Though  land  and  sea  apart. 
And  that  night  by  her  bed  We’d  meet  at  God’s  throne. 

Three-year-old  Martha  prayed: 

“Dear  God,  please  bless  When  Jesus  said,  “Go  ye” 

The  lady  on  the  plane.”  He  meant  every  one  . . . 

We  go  or  send  and  pray. 

Now  all  five  are  grown  Thank  you,  Pontiers,  for  going! 

And  have  found  their  places 
In  God’s  vineyard. 

I’ve  watched  their  five  children  Some  at  home  and  some  abroad. 

As  they  grew  up  — 

In  visits,  pictures,  letters,  and  cards  The  gift  was  a  token  of  love  and  friendship 
From  year  to  year.  Shared  all  through  the  years. 


Now  I  don’t  see  the  lion 
But  ttem  instead  ... 
I’ve  known  the  Pwitiers 
For  many  years. 


Ruby  Singley 
Columbia 


First,  Senatobia,  honors  Flowers 
on  30th  anniversary  as  pastor 


Joyful  German  Baptists 
ponder  post-wall  future 


By  Toby  Druin 

BERLIN  (BP)  —  (Armans  tradi-  Weisensee  Baptist  Church  in  East 
tionally  observe  the  first  Sunday  in  Berlin,  expressed  fear  about  the  new 
October  as  their  day  of  thanksgiving,  developments  and  how  his  church 
marking  the  day  as  “Harvest  Sun-  might  cope  with  them.  He  asked  what 
day.”  to  expect  and  added  that  “isolation 

But  after  recent  events,  they  likely  has  had  some  comfort.” 
will  circle  Nov.  10  as  the  day  they  give  Siegfried  Holtz,  a  youth  pastor  at  an 
thanks,  and  it  will  not  be  for  the  boun-  East  Berlin  church,  said  he  saw  the 
ty  reaped  from  their  fields,  but  for  the  “new  time”  as  a  chaUehge  for  the  East 
freedoms  granted  in  East  Germany.  Berlin  churches.  “We  ne^  to  make 
On  Nov.  12,  every  West  Berlin  Bap-  our  churches  places  where  someone 

had  visitors  from  East  wants  to  stay,”  he  said.  • _ 

BeiTlh,'  two  days  after  the  East  Ger-  The  churches  must  re-evaluate 
man  government  gave  its  citzens  the  what  is  needed  to  make  them  attrac- 
freedom  to  move  to  and  from  East  tive,  especially  to  the  youth,  he  added. 
Germany.  Reichelt  said  that  the  protest  mar- 

And  Nov.  14,  for  the  first  time  since  ches  that  swept  over  East  Berlin  had 
the  Berlin  Wall  was  erected  in  1961,  their  origins  in  the  churches  following 
Baptist  pastors  from  both  sides  of  the  Monday  evening  prayer  meetings, 
wail  were  able  to  hold  a  fellowship  The  church  buildings,  the  only  places 
meeting  in  West  Berlin.  not  controlled  by  the  state,  were  the 

They  met  at  the  Bethel  House,  only  places  for  dissidents  for  outcast 
mother  house  of  the  Bethel  order  of  groups  to  meet,  he  said.  Before,  many 
Baptist  deaconesses,  to  discuss  the  people  had  turned  their  backs  on  the 
new  freedoms,  the  opportunities  they  churches,  but  now,  largely  because  of 
present,  and  how  both  East  and  West  the  churches.’  prominence  in  the  pro- 
Berlin  churches  should  respond.  test  movement,  many  are  returning. 

Since  the  wall  was  erected,  West  Toby  Druin.  associate  editor  of  the 
Berlin  pastors  have  been  able  to  travel  Texas  Baptist  Standard,  who  was 
to  the  East  side  of  the  wall,  but  their  visiting  relatives  in  West  Germany. 
East  Berlin  counterparts  have  not  travelled  to  East  and  West  and  phon- 


mercy,  and  to  walk  humbly  with  thy  Fund.  “In  deep  appreciation  for  his 

years  of  imselfish  service  and 
The  congregation,  relatives,  formitapii|liMlld  commitment  to  the  church. 
church  members,  and  ‘community  this  endowment  will  forever  carry  his 
visitors  heard  Marian  Schaffer,  Mem-  name  and  provide  an  avenue  for  his 
phis  Symphony  harpist,  present  ministry  to  continue  for  years  to 
several  sacr^  selections  during  the  come,”  said  Sanford  Powell,  chairman 
worship  service.  Also  the  harpist  per-  of  deacons.  Proceeds  from  the  interest 

formed  at  an  afternoon  reception  in  of  this  trust  will  be  utilized  initially  as  ^ 

the  Family  Life  Center.  Reception  a  retirement  suppleaient  for  Flowers 

guests  viewed  a  display  of  mem-  and  his  wife,  Jessie,  and  eventually  to 

Drabilia  and  photographs  entitled  support  other  endeavors  as  deemed 

The  Shepherd's  Path.”  depicting  the  b>’  the  deacon  body. 

50  years  of  Flowers’ ministry.  Also  the  congregation  elected  to 

The  Chancel  Choir  concluded  the  hold  an  annual  day  of  recognition  in  I  // 

day’s  activities,  with  a  concert  in  the  the  spring  when  the  Flowerses  are  to  "  \M 
Flowerses’  honor.  The  choir,  under  be  honored.  This  day  will  be  marked  W.'  jm 
direction  of  R.  Clay  Moore,  minister  and  set  aside  with  the  installation  of  I 
)f  music  and  youth,  sang  three  pieces  a  bronze  plaque  in  the  courtyard  bet-  B 

ATitten  to  honor  the  pastor  and  wife,  ween  the  chapel  and  sanctuary.  The  HB 

A  quartet  sang  “There'll  be  Flowers,”  courtyard  is  a  setting  for  a  large 

written  several  years  ago  by  a  church  dogwood  tree  which  will  be  known  as 

member,  Tom  Wilson,  to  convey  his  “John’s  tree”  so  that  when  it  blooms, 

love  for  the  Flowers  family,  members  of  First  Church,  Senatobia  Marian  Schaffer,  Memphis  harpist 

‘Shepherd’s  Psalm,”  a  solo  based  on  and  visitors  will  remember  John  and  presents  special  music. 


Chinese  Bible 


probably  be  it.  It’s  a  “hot  item”  there.  Poland  and  especially  to  the  East 
to  b<^  Christians  and  unbelievers,  ac-  Berlin  pastors.  He  has  preached  in 
cording  to  Chinese  (Thristians.  many  of  their  churches,  and  several 

The  evidence  of  its  popularity  is  of  the  pastors  came  to  his  home  near 
great.  The  Amity  Printing  Press,  the  Bethel  House  after  the  meeting, 
which  began  operation  less  than  two  Eleven  Baptist  churches  are  in  East 
years  ago,  recently  printed  its  Berlin,  associated  with  other  chur- 
millionth  copy  of  the  Bible.  The  price  ches  in  the  Union  of  Evangelical  Free 
tag  on  Amity  Bibles  is  often  ignored  Churches  in  the  German  Democratic 
in  some  areas  of  China,  where  laws  of  Republic.  East  German  Baptists 
supply  and  demand  can  bring  a  price  number  about  12,000.  Many  of  the 
13  times  the  cover  value.  pastors  attended  the  meeting  in  West 

Also,  young  scholars  in  Beijing,  all  Berlin,  Nov.  14. 
non-Christians,  edited  and  published  They  came  with  many  concerns,  not 
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